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FEATURING
SUMMER CAMPS OFFER 
VARIETY OF FUN TOPICS

NOCATEE FAMILY CAMP 
OUT FULL OF FUN, FOOD

YOUNG ANGLERS  
HAVE MULTIPLE SUMMER 

CAMP OPTIONS

A COLORING CONTEST
AND MORE!
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& Dining Guide
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PONTE VEDRA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment

‘The Neighborhood’
In for the long haul with Beth Behrs

Beth Behrs stars in 
the 100th episode of 
“The Neighborhood” 

Monday on CBS.

THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

(904) 273-2691

2022

of Ponte Vedra

PonteVedraRecorder.com

April 6, 2023
Volume 54, No. 23

$1.00

GOING MAD FOR GOING MAD FOR 
MULCHMULCH

Members of the Ponte Vedra High Members of the Ponte Vedra High 
boys lacrosse team transport boys lacrosse team transport 
bales of pine straw to homes in bales of pine straw to homes in 
a local neighborhood on April 1 a local neighborhood on April 1 
as part of the team’s 14th Annual as part of the team’s 14th Annual 
Mulch Madness fundraiser event. Mulch Madness fundraiser event. 
Read the full story and see photos Read the full story and see photos 
from the Sharks’ fundraising from the Sharks’ fundraising 
efforts on page 36.efforts on page 36.

GOING MAD FOR GOING MAD FOR 
MULCHMULCH
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

BRIEFS
Amelia Island Opera to perform at Ponte 
Vedra library

The Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library will present the Amelia Island 
Opera from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. April 11. The 
presentation is part of the Dr. Gerson Yessin 
Music Series. Doors open at 6 p.m.

The performance will feature an all-star, 
all-female cast of singers performing arias and 
ensembles from opera and musical theater as 
well as popular standards the audience is sure 
to recognize. There will be music written by 
Bernstein, Puccini, Mozart and Henry Mancini.

During the performance, the artists will talk 
about each piece they are performing so that 
audiences can understand the background of 
the musical selections.

Seating is limited.

Grief support group to meet
A grief support group meets on the third 

Wednesday of every month at St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church in Room 107 of the Family 
Life Center, 578 First Ave. North, Jacksonville 
Beach. The group is for men and women griev-
ing the death of a family member or friend. 
The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 19. For information, call Kathy at 553-
8933.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm Val-
ley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. The 
market offers fresh produce, baked goods, local 
honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants 
and more.

Local historian Scott Grant to speak
Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach Library 

will present Scott Grant, a local historian 
and asset manager, on April 18 as part of its 
speaker series. The presentation will take place 
in the FOL room at the library.

Grant’s book, “The Merchant of Death is 
Dead: True Stories of the Progress of Human-
ity,” gives readers an insight into the lives of 
famous people such as Alfred Nobel, Tommy 
Hilfiger, Gen. James Doolittle, golfer Jack 
Nicklaus and many others, as well as famous 
events.

Grant has a degree in economics and his-
tory, and earned a law degree from Rutgers 
University.

The program is free. Doors open at 6 p.m.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.
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Admiral honored at U.S. 
Naval Academy Alumni 
Association gathering

The U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Associa-
tion and Foundation honored five extraordi-
nary alumni at the 25th Annual Distinguished 
Graduate Award ceremony in Alumni Hall at 
the U.S. Naval Academy on March 24.

Each recipient has demonstrated a lifetime 
commitment to service, exemplary personal 
character and distinguished contributions to 
the nation and to their fields of endeavor. Each 
has also dedicated themselves to the support 
of the Naval Academy and alumni community.

Past awardees include the late Vice Admiral 
James B. Stockdale, USN (Ret.), the late Sen. 

John S. McCain III, the late Col. John W. Rip-
ley, USMC (Ret.), Roger T. Staubach, Janie L. 
Mines and David M. Robinson.

Among those honored were Admiral James 
G. Stavridis ’76, USN (Ret.), who currently 
resides in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Stavridis was a surface warrior for his 
37-year Navy career and is the only Naval 
officer to serve as Supreme Allied commander 
NATO, commander U.S. European Command 
and commander U.S. Southern Command. 

NAVAL  continues on Page 3
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“From Cottages to Castles”

Sarah Alexander, REALTOR®
904.334.3104 cell

Sarah@SarahAlexander.net
beacheshomes.com

Elizabeth Hudgins, REALTOR®
904.553.2032 cell

Elizabeth@ElizabethHudgins.com
beacheshomes.com

The Esplanade at Town Center
Stunning 4th floor end unit condominium.  Abundance of natural sunlight by day and 

stunning sunsets by night. This 2 bed/2bath split floorplan offers walk-in closets, hardwood 
floors, and crown molding. Resort-style amenities including pool, hot tub, fitness room, 
game and media room- all of this, tucked away in this secure community just steps away 

from the St Johns Town Center! Comes with 2 assigned parking spots in garage. 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms.  $275,000

NEW LISTING

Luxury Intracoastal Estate
Private 4+ acre waterfront estate, custom-built with the utmost quality and security.  

10,956 ft.² of expansive eastern views of the Intracoastal Waterway, 160 feet of water front-
age, designed for year-round outdoor living complete with a 25,000-gallon salt chlorinated 
pool, hot tub, dock and boatlift. Come enjoy unrivaled privacy just minutes away from the 

world-renowned Mayo Clinic and Atlantic Ocean.
 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 4 Half Baths, $6,950,000

Ponte Vedra Oceanfront Estate 

This Oceanfront Estate in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida is the epitome of luxurious 
coastal living. Spread across 1.67 acres of land, it sits upon a 33ft natural bluff 
and boasts 175ft of ocean frontage. This home features a total of 5 bedrooms 
and 5.5 bathrooms, with the palatial owner’s suite, two guest bedrooms, each 
with ensuite baths, a wine room, large office, and half bath on the 1st level. 
Upstairs has additional living space overlooking family room with ocean views 
and 2 additional guest bedrooms with ensuite baths. This expansive residence is 
perfect for entertaining guests with its grandiose outdoor living space, including a 
well-maintained pool and breathtaking ocean views. Enjoy early morning sunrise 
swims or evening cocktails on the patio, all from the comfort of your own home.

 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Bathrooms $10,250,000

NEW LISTING

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!

P
V
2-
LV

45
85

7

Aerial Lift Trimming
• Workers Compensation
• Bonded
• Fully Equipped
• 30 Years Experience

285-4625285-4625

Tree Removal ExpertsTree Removal Experts

FREE CONSULTATIONS AND ESTIMATES

He was promoted directly from 1-star to 
3-star vice admiral as the Senior Military 
Assistant to the Secretary of Defense.

Stavridis began his Navy career as 
an anti-submarine warfare officer and 
served as executive officer of cruiser 
Antietam, which was deployed for Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm. While commanding 
destroyer Barry, Stavridis became one of 
the first destroyer commanding officers to 
add women as crew members.

He also commanded Destroyer Squad-

ron 21 and Enterprise Carrier Strike 
Group, both in combat. Stavridis has pub-
lished 12 books — including six national 
bestsellers — and produced fundamental 
textbooks for the surface Navy including 
Division Officer’s Guide, Watch Officer’s 
Guide and Command at Sea.

Stavridis served five years as dean of 
the Fletcher School of Law and Di-
plomacy at Tufts University, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in 1984. He is currently 
vice chairman of the international private 
equity firm, The Carlyle Group, chairman 
of the board for the Rockefeller Founda-
tion and chief international analyst for 
NBC News.

Naval
Continued from 2

Admiral James G. Stavridis

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and real-time 

news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to exclusive 

content you can’t find anywhere else!
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YOU’RE INVITED!
Tuesday • May 2, 2023 • 5:30-7:30pm

Casa Marina Hotel
691 1st Street North, Jax Beach, FL

Join us for a lively evening of fiesta, food, and fun with the 

Jeremiah 29 Band, benefitting the Sulzbacher Beaches Health 

Center. Your support means homeless and disadvantaged 

people in our community receive the healthcare they need!

Tickets & Sponsorships: SulzbacherJax.org/Fiesta2023

For more information email AllisonWenzel@
SulzbacherJax.org or visit SulzbacherJax.org.

The orthopedic team at 
Ortho One provides extensive 

solutions to auto accident 
injuries, workers’ compensation 

injuries, and sports injuries. 

(904) 619-3048  • www.orthoonejacksonville.com

1851 Old Moultrie Rd., St. Augustine, FL 32086
1760 Edgewood Avenue W

Jacksonville, FL 32208
6100 Kennerly Rd, #202
Jacksonville, FL 32216

1045 Riverside Ave, #100
Jacksonville, FL 32204

794 Blanding Blvd
Orange Park, FL 32065

1405 S Orange Ave #601
Orlando, FL 32086

Fady Bahri, MD
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

George Bahri, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON

Ralph Rizk, DO
ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON  & 

TOTAL JOINT SURGEON

Haitao Zhang, MD
PAIN MANAGEMENT

Michael Song, MD
INTERVENTIONAL PAIN 

MANAGEMENT

Comprehensive & 
Personalized Care
FOR ALL MUSCULOSKELETAL CONCERNS

ELBOW PAIN • SHOULDER PAIN • KNEE PAIN • FOOT & ANKLE PAIN • HAND & WRIST PAIN 
HIP PAIN • LUMBAR SPINE ISSUES • TOTAL JOINTS • PAIN MANAGEMENT 

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR HEALTH INSURANCES

Valley Ridge inducts new members into National Junior Honor Society
By Anthony Richards

Valley Ridge Academy welcomed 
the next crop of National Junior Honor 
Society club members during an induc-
tion ceremony in the school’s cafeteria 
March 30.

Fifty students were inducted during 
the ceremony, which is an increase from 
the amount they have participating in 
this year’s club, according to Aletha 
Dresback, a teacher at Valley Ridge and 
sponsor of the club.

Dresback praised the current leader-
ship group with the NJHS club for their 
creativity and the initiative they showed 
when organizing projects within the com-
munity.

“As an honor society, service is at its 
core, and in the past we have had to come 
up with reasons and projects, but not with 
this group,” Dresback said. “Every single 
one of them brought opportunities to the 
table from our very first meeting.”

Some of the projects the club has been 
involved with this year has included 
collecting food items, numerous clothes 
drives and candy grams to raise money 
for different local nonprofit organizations.

“We were the only club that donated 
close to 2,000 individual items to feed 
the hungry through St. Johns CARES,” Photo by Anthony Richards

The current leadership team of Valley Ridge Academy’s National Junior Honor Society.
VALLEY RIDGE continues on Page 7
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MARSH LANDING COUNTRY CLUB REALTY | 904.347.9327
25655 Marsh Landing Parkway • Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082

www.mlccrealty.com 
All properties listed are in Ponte Vedra unless otherwise noted.

YOUR ON SITE MARSH LANDING REALTORS

DAVID J. DARCH
904.962.4884
pontevedraproperties
@yahoo.com

Your
Waterfront 
Specialist 2641 S. PONTE VEDRA BLVD.

$1,295,000 - Furnished

SOLD

123 FIRST STREET #503
$1,250,000 - Freshly Painted

SOLD

Your Real Estate Experts from the Beaches and Beyond

CICI ANDERSON
904.537.0457

FOUNDING REALTOR MLCC REALTY
cicisellsjax@gmail.com

#CiciSellsJax

JENNA FISHER
904.881.4201

jennasellsjax@gmail.com
#JennaSellsJax

C I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E RC I C I  A N D E R S O N  &  J E N N A  F I S H E R  

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO
#804 - $1,195,000

SOLD

351 POSSUM TROT RD.
$1,499,000 - Preserve at Palm Valley

SOLD

14350 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. #8
$1,175,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

14431 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. 
$1,325,000 - Jacksonville

SOLD

109 25TH AVE. S. #O-16
$353,900 - Jacksonville Beach

SOLD

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL.
#406 - $1,449,000 - Partially Furnished

Under Contract

14402 MARINA SAN PABLO PL.
#203 - $949,000

New Price

1214 S. KYLE WAY
$699,999 - St. Johns

Under Contract

13810 SUTTON PARK DR. N. #232
$280,000 - Jacksonville

24761 HARBOUR VIEW DR.
$5,500,000 - Marsh Landing Lot

24237 MARSH LANDING PKWY.
$2,395,000 - Marsh Landing

SOLD
#2 Top Small Residential 

Real Estate Team 
Northeast Florida

JACKSONVILLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
BOOK OF LISTS - 2021 & 2022

“It’s All About You”

Cici Anderson
& Jenna Fisher

Contact us for any of your real estate needs and for a complimentary estimate of your home’s value!

TISH FROCKT
Realtor, PA, 
Sales & Marketing 
Coordinator
904.710.3862
tishsellsjax@gmail.com

BUY or SELL with us and receive a complimentary Initiation fee for Social Membership to Marsh Landing CC.    Some restrictions apply.

Intracoastal Waterfront

Boat Slip in Harbour

14419 MARINA SAN PABLO PL. S.
$1,449,000 - with 50’ Boat Slip

Under Contract

104 LAGUNA VILLAS BLVD. #F33
$499,000 - Jacksonville Beach

New Listing

FOR RENT – 109 25th Ave. S. O-36 - $2,100/month



Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 6, 20236   ONE OF US

Lisa Farides

Lisa Farides and her brother Paul Hassan opened Modern Aesthetic Centers in December. Farides serves as the company’s COO while 
Hassan is CEO. They have three full-time staff members. A native of Jacksonville, Farides enjoys life on the First Coast and all the 
amenities it offers.

As told to Shaun Ryan

Modern Aesthetic Centers recently opened its doors 
at 2050 Saint Johns Parkway, Suite 106. Tell me about 
the business and what services your clients will find 
there.

Modern Aesthetic Centers is a privately owned medi-
cal facility offering a wide range of image-enhancing 
aesthetic services and wellness improvement modalities. 
Traditional offerings include wrinkle relaxers, dermal 
fillers, microneedling, facials, chemical peels, laser hair 
removal, hair restoration, body contouring and skin 
rejuvenation offerings. Our wellness offerings include IV 
hydration drips, weight loss programs, hormone replace-
ment therapy, peptide therapy and women’s wellness.

I know Modern Aesthetic Centers also offers some 
unique services and cutting-edge approaches beyond 
what people might find elsewhere. Can you tell me a 
bit about that?

We are constantly researching our industry for evi-
dence-based treatments and cutting-edge services to add 
to our service menu. One of the most exciting opportuni-
ties we offer to our clients is adding Platelet Rich Fibrin 
(PRF) or Exosomes in conjunction with a microneedling 
treatment. Our providers also use PRF or Exosomes 
as an option to dermal fillers and as injections for hair 
restoration. We can also use them as an option for sexual 
rejuvenation. These options encourage new health cell 
growth and stimulate collagen production, which is truly 
a game changer in the aesthetics and wellness industry.

Does Modern Aesthetic Centers have an overarching 
philosophy by which it abides?

Modern Aesthetic Centers was founded on a vision of 
excellence: 

Excellence in our foundation, offering result-driven, 
customized aesthetics and wellness services for everyone 
to afford.

Excellence in our environment, delivering a mod-
ern design with a first-class experience to all that walk 
through our doors.

Excellence in education, providing ongoing training 
for our staff, providers and clients.

Our mission is to meet these three pillars of excellence 
with every client on every visit.

Tell me about your background. I believe you have 
extensive experience in aesthetics and related fields.

I started my practice administration career in family 
medicine. In 2009, I moved on to aesthetics and plastic 
surgery working for a prestigious surgeon who is our 
medical director at Modern Aesthetic Centers. This is 
where my passion for the aesthetics and wellness indus-
try was born. During these 14 years in this industry, I 
have gained extensive knowledge and experience in the 
most effective and proven treatments in the aesthetics 
and wellness arena.

What do you like most about what you do?
When a client seeks us out for a service that they elec-

tively desire to have, our team has the honor to provide 
them with a full assessment and customized treatment 
plan to get them to their goals. My satisfaction comes 
when I see a smile on a client’s face. If they leave our 
office feeling confident about their outcome and excited 

to continue their journey with us, then that’s a big win in 
my book.

What do you like most about life here on the First 
Coast?

Born and raised in Jacksonville, I know this city inside 
out and have a long list of why I love life on the First 
Coast. First and foremost, our beaches are a piece of 
heaven on earth. From sunbathing to fishing, you can’t 
go wrong with a beach day. We also have lots of natural 
springs to keep us entertained with swimming, kayaking 

and sightseeing. Did I mention the fun and exercise our 
nature trails provide? 

How do you like to spend your free time?
In my free time, you can find me outdoors either at the 

beach, attending a festival or exploring our great state 
of Florida. I come from a large family and almost all of 
them live near, so I spend a lot of time with them. I have 
two beautiful girls that keep me on my toes, and we are 
always on the go. 

Photo provided by Lisa Farides
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C     lare Berry has unmatched tenure in Northeast Florida as a  
top performer, recognized for excellence by customers, peers,  
Jacksonville Business Journal, and others. In this market,  
reputation, experience and knowledge are crucial  
to buyers’ and sellers’ success, 
and Clare has what it takes.

Contact Clare, and Doors Will Open!

Jacksonville Business Journal 2020
#3 Realtor in NE FL

Five Star “Best in Client Satisfaction” 2005-2022

904.382.5875
clare@clareberry.realtor

Clare Berry

Dresback said. “This club truly does 
foster leaders. I have taught every single 
one of them on stage tonight, and I’m 
always amazed at how much leadership 
grows when you are around people who 
want to lead.”

With that being said, she put out a call 
to all the new inductees for any who are 
considering becoming one of the eight 
leadership spots in the club, especially 
since each of the current leadership team 
are eighth graders and will be graduating 
at the end of the school year.

According to club president Cailey 
Price, she remembers initially getting 
started with the program because she saw 
others getting involved and it seemed like 
fun and great opportunities.

“I’ve always wanted to serve my com-
munity and make it better, so as soon as 
this opportunity popped up, I said ‘let’s 
go for it,’” co-president Rodrigo DeLeon 
Ruiz. “I believe it takes student leader-
ship to change a school first and then the 
community. I hope that my career path is 
definitely headed toward leadership, so 
I’m definitely going to look back on this 
time fondly.”

Price and Ruiz both wished lucked to 
all 50 inductees and encouraged them 
that being part of the leadership team is 
well worth it and so many great memo-

ries will be made as a result.
“There is no greater honor than stand-

ing at the podium and inducting new 
members,” Ruiz said. “Being able to go 
to school and know that you helped to 
make that happen is a joy that you pretty 
much can’t find anywhere else.”

Of all the events the club was involved 
in this year, the candy grams sold were 
the most memorable for Price.

“Those were definitely a big hit, and 
it was an opportunity for students all 

throughout the school to donate lollipops 
to friends of theirs,” Price said. “We 
raised a lot of money which was great to 
see.”

Miss Nease Sofia Bostic was the guest 
speaker at the ceremony, as she spoke 

to the crowd about how attending Val-
ley Ridge Academy and being part of 
its junior national honor society helped 
shape who she is and the approach she 
has taken throughout high school en route 
to achieving Miss Nease.

Valley Ridge
Continued from 4

Photo by Anthony Richards
Fifty new members were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society at Valley Ridge Academy.
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W E ' R E  T U R N I N G  8 ,
C O M E  C E L E B R A T E !

J O I N  U S  O N  A P R I L  1 5 T H  A T  T R A S C A  &  C O .

8

G R E A T  F O O D  &  D R I N K S ,  M U S I C ,  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E  G A M E S ,
A N D  M O R E !

 
B A C H  T O  R O C K  W I L L  J O I N I N G  F R O M  1 2 - 2 P M  T O  P L A Y

S O M E  A M A Z I N G  T U N E S !

S T O P  B Y  T H E  P O N T E
V E D R A  T A P  R O O M !
P o n t e  V e d r a  B e a c h ’ s  n e w e s t

h a n g o u t ,  f e a t u r i n g  c r a f t  &  l o c a l
b e e r s ,  a  t e r r i f i c  w i n e  l i s t ,  h a r d

s e l t z e r s  a n d  m o r e !
 

W i t h  s e a t i n g  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t ,
w a t c h  t h e  g a m e  w i t h  a  c o l d  b e e r ,

o r  g r a b  a  t a s t y  a p p e t i z e r  a n d
c a t c h  u p  w i t h  a  f r i e n d .

Vested Metals golf tournament raises $60K for local charities
Heavy rain transformed into sunny 

skies as the First Annual Vested Metals 
Charity Golf Tournament in Memory 
of John Mark Leach got underway on 
March 13 at the newly-renovated St. 
Johns County Golf Club in Elkton.

Spearheaded by Vested Metals Inter-
national, a specialty metals and steels 
supplier based in St. Augustine, the 
charity tournament brought together more 
than 90 golfers and raised more than 
$60,000 for local charities: THE PLAY-
ERS Championship Boys & Girls Club, 
Flagler College Cares: Emergency Relief 
Fund, St. John’s Housing Partnership, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Flagler 

Health Care Foundation and Adaptive 
Superstars.

“When our colleague and friend, John 
Mark Leach, passed away last year, I 
knew that I wanted to do something to 
commemorate his giving spirit and zest 
for life,” said Viv Helwig, president and 
founder of Vested Metals. “At the tourna-
ment, we incorporated some of John 
Mark’s favorite things like ice cream 
sandwiches delivered halfway through 
the golfers’ round and a ginger ale toast 
during the reception. We will host this 
tournament every year with the goal of 
raising and donating $1 million to local 
charities over the next 10 years.”

Highlights of the First Annual Vested 
Metals Charity Golf Tournament included 
Dave Myers with Elite Putters Club 
professionally announcing each golfer 
on the first hole; two golfers winning an 
all-expenses paid trip to Pebble Beach by 
holing it in from 150 yards; THE PLAY-
ERS Championship Boys & Girls Club 
golf team teeing up and Boys & Girls 
Club ‘Youth of the Year,’ 17-year-old 
Ambrosia Campbell, giving an encourag-
ing speech at the reception.

There were also members of Flagler 
College, St. Johns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce and St. Johns County government 

in attendance and the “Leach Family 
Cup” was unveiled where each winning 
foursome will be listed annually. The 
trophy includes a favorite quote by John 
Mark Leach: “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s 
coming.”

“Because of the generous support of 
our sponsors and all of the golfers that 
came out to play, to Vested Metals staff 
and, of course, John Mark’s family, the 
First Annual Vested Metals Charity Golf 
Tournament was an incredible success,” 
Helwig said. “Next year will be even big-
ger and better. Mark your calendar for the 
second annual charity golf tournament on 
March 18, 2024!”

Contributed photos

Golfers had a great day during the First Annual Vested Metals 
Charity Golf Tournament.

The First Annual Vested Metals Charity Golf Tournament gave 
everyone reason to smile.

The First Annual Vested Metals Charity Golf Tournament 
raised more than $60,000 for local charities.
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North Florida’s Largest Selection of Fine Furnishings & Accessories

Lamps | Mirrors | Pictures | Accessories | Linens  | Pillows  | And Much More!

3139 Phillips Hwy North | Jacksonville | 904.396.2233 | www.hugosinteriors.com

Let Your Home Blossom
Bring a Breath of Fresh Air to Your Home Decor this Spring.

• H
UN

DR
EN

DS OF OPULENT ITEMS TO CHOOSE FROM
 • DON’T MISS THIS REMARKABLE

 S
AL

E

SPRINGSALE!

Palm Valley Market celebrates one-year anniversary
By Anthony Richards

The Palm Valley Market recently cel-
ebrated it’s one-year anniversary March 
28, and in just that short period of time 
it continues to show growth and added 
interest from the community.

The market is held at the Palm Val-
ley Community Center located at 148 
Canal Blvd. in Ponte Vedra Beach and 
is open every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

However, this is not the first version 
of the Palm Valley Market, as there 
was another market at the prior to it for 
about 25 years before it closed due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which left 
the center without a market for about 
three years before the Palm Valley Mar-
ket was started.

“We were asked to bring it back 
because the community wanted it, and 
the community center board has been 
very generous with us and supported 
us every step of the way,” Dr. Leslie 
Taylor said.

Taylor along with Lisa Struble took 
on the resurrection project, which 
makes it very fitting that the one-year 
anniversary fell so close to Easter.

MARKET  continues on Page 27
Photo by Anthony Richards

Bee Pollen Farms is a regular vendor at the Palm Valley Market with its fresh produce.
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“The earth laughs in flowers.” - 
Ralph Waldo Emerson

By Kathy Esfahani
Many Topiaries and 

Ornamental Standards 
thrive in our Florida 
climate! Topiaries are 
plants that are pruned 
into ornamental 
shapes including balls, 
cones, and spirals or

more intricate 
designs such as animals or birds. A 
Standard is a “lollipop” shaped form 
similar to a small tree with a bare trunk 
and round ball of leaves and blooms at 
the top. Topiaries and Standards come 
in both evergreen varieties as well as 
flowering plants. As medium sized plants, 
they create a perfect middle ground 
between low growers and high bushes 
or trees. These plant styles create a focal 
point in your garden and enhance your 
landscape. They can be planted on their 

own or in groups to add a unique touch to 
your garden.

Evergreen Topiaries will stay green 
throughout all seasons of the year. Here 
in northeast Florida, the most popular 
evergreen Topiaries include Eugenia, 

Juniper, and Podocarpus. Each of these 
can be shaped in many ways, but they are 
typically found shaped in cones or in 1-, 
2-, or 3-balls stacked vertically.

Ornamental Standard trees are 
flowering plants that add vibrant color 
to your landscape. Most have one round 
ball at the top of the tree and require 
light pruning to maintain that shape. 
Look for Standards such as Angelina, 
Sapphire Duranta, and Shrimp Plants 
to attract butterflies and hummingbirds 
to your yard. For a tropical look, select 
a Hibiscus Standard tree, available in a 
variety of colors. Hibiscus Standards can 
even be found grafted to include three 
different colors of blooms on one tree! 
If you have more of an English garden 
landscape, consider a Rose Tree Standard 
or Gardenia Standard for height and 
sweet-smelling blooms. A Mandevilla is 
typically a climbing vine, but it is also 
available as a Standard for a stunning 
feature in your landscape!

Topiaries and Ornamental Standards 
are also beautiful in planters. They 

provide height to the arrangement and 
can be surrounded with draping vines 
or seasonal annuals. These planters are 
perfect for framing a front entrance or 
highlighting a back patio.

Happy planting!

Flower of the Week: Gardenia 
Standard

Please email Kathy at kcg.pvr@gmail.com 
for any questions or gardening tips you 
would like to see in the future. For more 
information & ideas, visit Kathy’s Creative 
Gardens & Nursery, 196 N. Roscoe Blvd. 
The phone number is 904-655-7373.

The Recorder’s garden columnist Kathy Esfahani of Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery 
shares her tips for growing gorgeous gardens in Northeast Florida.

KATHY’S GARDENING GUIDE

Kathy Esfahani

Topiaries and Ornamental Standards

Flower of the Week

Gardenia Standard

Topiaries

Photos provided by Kathy’s Creative Gardens & Nursery

When it comes to your
REALTOR®, Reputation Matters.

For service as elevated as your standards, contact us:

THE 
FLOYD 

G RO U P

© 2023 ONE Sotheby’s International Realty. All rights reserved. ONE Sotheby’s International Realty fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

ACTIVE  LISTINGS

Michelle Floyd
904.343.5067 
MFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

Jack Floyd
904.343.5196
JFLOYD@ONESOTHEBYSREALTY.COM

$825M
IN CAREER SALES

Ranked #3
ONE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY  
TOP SMALL REAL ESTATE TEAM  
CENTRAL & NORTHEAST FLORIDA

Top 1.49%

OF REALTORS 
NATIONWIDE

111 Annapolis Lane,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL

101 Bristol Place,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL Citadel Island

5 BEDS | 4/1 BATHS 5 BEDS | 7/1 BATHS 5 ACRE PRIVATE ISLAND
MINUTES TO OCEAN

OFFERED AT $3,100,000 OFFERED AT $3,275,000OFFERED AT $1,000,000

Your New 
Home Awaits

THEFLOYDGROUPPVB.COM
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MARCIA’S
PLACE

Marcia’s Place        904-280-9212

Pop Up Trunk Show
April 13, 14, 15
11 - 4 (or by appointment)

Come see the latest from the fabulous French 

creative team of Gallego Desportes  -  

we can’t wait to see you..

The Sawgrass Room
Hilton Garden Inn
Sawgrass Village

A sampling of Easter events in the area
EASTER EGG HUNT

Adventure Landing will hold its 27th 
annual Easter egg hunts on the mini golf 
courses from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
April 8, with a visit by the Easter Bunny.

There will be three egg hunts: 9 a.m., 
10 a.m. and 11 a.m. Registration is for 
kids age 12 and younger and begins at 8 
a.m.

A donation of $5 per child will benefit 
the American Red Cross Volunteer Life-
Saving Corps. Each hunt is followed by a 
charity raffle, too.

Stay and play during this Egg Hunt 
Special. From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., enjoy 
unlimited Mini Golf, Laser Tag and Go-
Karts for $19.99 per person. Golf courses 
will be available after egg hunts.

Adventure Landing is located at 1944 
Beach Blvd., Jacksonville Beach.

Tickets at: jacksonville-beach.adven-
turelanding.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Parade

The 64th annual St. Augustine Easter 
Parade will be held 9-10:30 a.m. Satur-
day, April 8. Enjoy seeing the decorated 
floats, marching bands, dancers, horses, 
the Easter Bunny and more.

The parade begins at 9 a.m. at the Old 
Jail and travels along San Marco Av-
enue onto Cathedral Place. It concludes 
on Cordova Street before the Visitors’ 
Center.

For information, go to oldestcityeaster.
org.

Promenade
The St. Augustine Easter Week Festival 

will present the 2023 Easter Promenade, 
featuring St. Augustine people in their 
Easter finery 1-2 p.m. Sunday, April 9.

Categories include: Best Dressed 

Little Girl, Best Dressed Little Boy, Best 
Dressed Mother/Daughter, Best Dressed 
Father/Son, Best Dressed Family, Best 
Dressed Pet, Best Easter Hat and Furthest 
Traveled.

The Promenade is free and takes place 
at the gazebo in the Plaza de la Constitu-
cion, Cathedral Place, St. Augustine.

For information, go to oldestcityeaster.
org.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Good Friday Service

6-8 p.m. Friday, April 7
A Good Friday service will be held at 

the St. Augustine Amphitheatre, hosted 
by Colonial Church. Gates will open at 6 
p.m. and the event will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
This free event is for the whole family, 
with bounce houses, food trucks, conces-
sions and more.

Featured participants include: Pastors 
Matt and Jill McCloghry, special guest 
Ben Fielding and Colonial Worship.

For further information, go to goodfri-
daysta.com.

Crescent Beach Easter Sunrise Service
7-8 a.m. Sunday, April 9
The program, presented by Crescent 

Beach Baptist Church, begins with 
special music and an inspiring message. 
The address is Crescent Beach ramp, 45 
Cubbedge Road. For further information, 
call 904-794-7777 or go to crescent-
beachbaptist.com.

Vilano Beach Easter Sunrise Service
8-10 a.m. Sunday, April 9
Begin the Easter celebration with Turn-

ing Point Calvary at sunrise to rejoice in 
our Savior’s Resurrection. Bring a chair, 
blanket or towel to sit. The service begins 
at 8 a.m. at Vilano Beach Ramp, 3070 
Coastal Hwy., Vilano Beach entrance. For 
information, go to tpcalvary.com/events.

EASTER BRUNCH
Ruth’s Chris Steak House

On Easter Sunday, the restaurant will 
be open early and the full menu will be 
available for the occasion. 

Indulge in the selection of USDA 
Prime steaks complemented by one of the 

restaurant’s signature sides.
Ruth’s Chris Steak House is located 

at 814 A1A N., Suite 103, Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Make reservations at ruthschris.com/
promotions/easter-at-ruths.

Vernon’s Restaurant
The Easter Sunday Brunch Buffet will 

be offered from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 
9. The cost is $85 for adults and $35 for 
kids.

The restaurant is located at Sawgrass 
Marriott Golf Resort & Spa, 1000 Tour-
nament Players Club Blvd., Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

To make reservations, go to opentable.
com/vernons-restaurant.

Pusser’s Bar & Grille
Brunch is from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 

904-280-7766 for reservations.
816 State Road A1A North, Ponte 

Vedra Beach.

TPC Sawgrass
Brunch at TPC Sawgrass is from 10 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 110 Championship Way, 
Ponte Vedra Beach. Call 904-543-5105 or 
go to tpc.com/sawgrassevents.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

File Photo
St. Augustine Easter Parade
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Join us for Easter Brunch

BANANA FOSTERS FRENCH TOAST 

Brunch Specials Easter Dinners

 
Texas toast topped with walnuts, whipped cream 

and served with fresh fruit.   
$15.99

 
GRILLED HAM AND EGGS 

Honey baked ham with  scrambled 
eggs, biscuit, fruit  and home fries.   

$16.99

OMELETTE OSCAR 

onions, asparagus and 
tomatoes with crab meat  

and topped with  
hollandaise 

 sauce served with  
home fries.   
$17.99 

10 OZ PRIME RIB 
Queen cut prime rib served with  

potato and veggie of the day.   
$30.99

HONEY BAKED HAM DINNER
Served with potato and veggie of the day.    

$20.99 

BLACKENED SHRIMP & GRIT CAKES 
Fresh local shrimp blackened and served over 

fried grit cakes topped with Red Eye Gravy.    
$19.95

*Regular menu available.

Celebrate Easter with O.C. White’s
DETAILS AND FULL EASTER 
SERVICE SCHEDULE AT ccpvb.org

April 9  6:30 a.m.  

Community Easter Sunrise Service 
on the beach at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club

 400 San Juan Dr 
Ponte Vedra Beach

Nocatee egg hunt 
tradition continues
By Anthony Richards

The annual tradition of Nocatee’s 
community egg hunt will continue this 
year.

The event is for Nocatee residents 
only and will be held Nocatee Station 
Field April 8 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Six separate Easter egg hunts will be 
part of the featured fun during the free 
event for Nocatee residents.

The hunts will divided up by age 
group, in an attempt to make things as 
fair as possible when searching for the 
eggs.

The Easter Bunny will make a visit 
at the egg hunt and will be there to pose 
for photos, while other entertainment 
will also include music provided by a 
professional disc jockey, a petting zoo 
and many more fun options for children 
and families to pick from.

To make sure everyone has a chance 
to chare in the egg hunt, a special hunt 
for children with special needs will be 
held beginning at 10 a.m. To sign up 
for the special needs egg hunt send an 
email to help@nocatee.com.

Following the special needs egg hunt, 

the rest of the egg hunt schedule will 
begin at 11 a.m. with another taking 
place every 20 minutes.

This year’s egg hunt is sponsored 
by CKO Kickboxing, and children are 
advised to bring their own buckets or 
bags to collect their eggs.

Christ Church to hold 
sunrise service at Inn & Club

Vilano Beach 
hosts sunrise 

service

Christ Church in Ponte Vedra Beach will once again be back for another year of 
tradition of holding its Easter sunrise service along the beach at Ponte Vedra Inn & 
Club. Christ Church encourages all to come, and the public is welcome to take part in 
the ceremony. There will be limited parking available, so Christ Church advises that 
anyone planning to attend should arrive early to make so to get a spot.

Contributed photo

There will be an Easter sunrise service 
at Vilano Beach presented by Turning 
Point. The service will be held at Vilano 
Beach Oceanfront Park in Saint Augus-
tine and is scheduled to begin at 6:45 
a.m. but people are asked to meet at the 
Vilano Beach boat ramp. Those attending 
are asked to bring their own chair, flip-
flops and a friend to share in the memo-
rable ceremony. 

Contributed photo
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AT SAWGRASS
Spring Time
Spring Time

Easter Brunch at 
Vernon's First Coast Kitchen & Bar
Celebrate Easter with a bountiful brunch
buffet full of Spring menu items!

Sunday, April 9, 2023       10am - 3pm

Spring Time Spa Special at
Sawgrass Spa
Cocoa Vino Facial, 50min $165
With powerhouse enzymes to boost your
natural defenses against the look of wrinkles.

Through May 31, 2023

SAWGRASS MARRIOTT GOLF RESORT & SPA
1000 TPC BOULEVARD, PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082
SAWGRASSMARRIOTT.COM | HOTEL DIRECT 904.285.7777

Be an Easter 
bunny for 
Betty Griffin 
Center

To bring the holiday home to 
children staying in its shelter, Betty 
Griffin Center is asking for donations 
to create 80 Easter baskets — items 
including candy, plastic Easter eggs, 
baskets and plastic straw, along with 
gift cards and monetary donations to 
purchase the items, as well.

Donations can be delivered to the 
Betty Griffin Center Outreach Center 
at 2450 Old Moultrie Road, Suite 
202 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. week-
days. Donations will be accepted 
through Friday, April 7.

The nonprofit agency provides 
services to survivors of domestic and 
sexual assault in the community. 

For more information, go to bet-
tygriffincenter.org or contact event 
coordinator Carole Sullivan at 904-
808-8544, extension 201, or by email 
at caroles@bettygriffincenter.org.

Shrimp cap opening home 
series with Easter egg hunt
By Anthony Richards

The Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp will 
provide a fun family option during the 
Easter weekend celebration.

The Triple-A affiliate of the Miami 
Marlins will be holding an Easter egg 
hunt on the outfield grass prior to Sun-
day’s game against the Durham Bulls, 
which starts with a scheduled 3:05 first 
pitch.

However, the Easter Bunny will make 
an appearance during the egg hunt, 
which has become a staple over the years 

anytime the Shrimp have a home game 
on Easter Sunday.

The players will also be wearing their 

Sunday pink Scampi jersey, which pay 
homage to the team’s beloved mascot.

The Easter festivities will end what 
will be a busy and fun opening home 
series of the 2023 baseball season.

Families can enjoy fireworks on both 
April 7 and 8, as a post-game fireworks 
show is set to follow each contest.

The Shrimp have worked on getting 
more fireworks shows in recent years 
as a response to the continued feedback 
they received over the years of fans ask-
ing for more fireworks opportunities.

EASTER EGG COLORING TIPS & TRICKS
Coloring eggs is a popular Easter tradi-

tion, and there are many ways to ensure 
this beloved activity produces beautiful 
results.

1. Prevent cracked eggs. Most colored 
eggs are hard-boiled. To prevent cracking 
during the boiling process, add a teaspoon 
of vinegar and a tablespoon of salt to the 
boiling water. 

2. Boil eggs and cool completely. Fill 
a pot with enough water to submerge the 

eggs, then bring it to a boil over medium-
high heat. Gently lower the eggs into the 
water with a slotted spoon. Cover, reduce 
the heat to a simmer, and cook for 10 
minutes. Drain the eggs and cool in a bowl 
of water or run under cold tap water.

3. Don’t forget the vinegar. Whether you 
use colored dye tablets or drops of food 
coloring from the pantry, use a mix of 
water and vinegar in the coloring solution 
to produce brighter colors.

4. Stick to white eggs. When coloring 
eggs, it might be better to purchase white 
eggs, as the dyes will show up more viv-
idly on the white shells. 

5. Create distinctive designs. By cover-
ing portions of the bare eggs before dip-
ping into color, people can create unique 
designs. Things like masking tape, rubber 
bands, wax (or crayons), and even twine 
can be used. The dye will only take on the 
uncovered areas, leaving white behind.
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The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach
in cooperation with The Ponte Vedra Recorder

2023 Local Heroes Awards
Nomination Form

The Local Heroes Awards recognize individuals who give back to the community and reflect the spirit of the Rotary Club’s motto, “Service 
Above Self.” From volunteering with local charities to giving back through the arts, education, environmental protection activities or doing your 
job in an exemplary way, we seek to recognize the “unsung heroes” who make Ponte Vedra such a special place to live, work and raise a family.

Please complete this nomination form and return it to the address below by April 15, 2023. For more information or any questions, contact 
Ponte Vedra Beach Rotary Club member Steve Crosby at stevecrosby101@gmail.com. 

Name:

Name:

Address:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

City, State, Zip:

Title/Organization (if applicable): 

Telephone:Email Address:

Telephone:Email Address:

Nomination Submitted By:

Nominee Information:

Nominee’s activities and/or contributions to the community:
Please provide sufficient details so the nominating committee may give your nominee every consideration! Feel free to attach additional pages 
as well as a resume, articles or other supporting materials (optional).

Nomination Deadline:
April 15, 2023
Email entries to:

stevecrosby101@gmail.com 
or mail to:

Local Heroes Awards Committee
Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra Beach

P.O. Box 70
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32004

Or submit your nomination online at: pvbrotary.org

Thank you for your nomination!
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2023
KIDS’ SUMMER

FUN GUIDE

THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2023

FEATURING
SUMMER CAMPS OFFER 
VARIETY OF FUN TOPICS

NOCATEE FAMILY CAMP 
OUT FULL OF FUN, FOOD

YOUNG ANGLERS  
HAVE MULTIPLE SUMMER 

CAMP OPTIONS

A COLORING CONTEST
AND MORE!



Summertime is almost upon us, so it’s 
time to start getting signed up for special 
classes and camps offered in our commu-
nity. Here’s a helpful list of the season’s 
top offerings.

FIRST COAST CULTURAL CENTER
For summer camp information, loca-

tions, pricing and registration, go to 
firstcoastculturalcenter.org/arts-programs/
summer-art-camps. Contact Toni Thomas 
at tthomas@firstcoastculturalcenter.org or 
904-280-0614 ext. 1206 if you have any 
questions.

“Imagination Vacation” camps and 
Summer Art Camps have a strong arts-
and-crafts focus. Campers explore me-
diums like watercolors, drawing, collage 
and novelty crafts like slime or clay. They 
will complete art projects to bring home. 
The center also incorporates additional 
aspects such as music, yoga, story time, 
drama or simple culinary activities. 

All supplies are included, but campers 
will bring their own snacks, lunches and 
water bottles.

“Imagination Vacation”
Weekly, themed art camps will be held 

at the Cultural Center, 3972 Third St. 
South, Jacksonville Beach.

Fairytale Land: 
Campers will create fairytale-inspired 

art projects, exploring new twists on clas-
sic stories.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. May 

30-June 1
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $190 ($170 for members)

Enchanted Forest: 
Campers will create whimsical and 

nature-inspired art projects.
•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: June 12-15
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Making Magic: 
Campers will conduct fun art-inspired 

experiments, such as color-changing and 
invisible/surprise-reveal art projects.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: June 19-22
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Merry Monsters:
Campers will create their own merry 

monster village using various artistic 
mediums throughout the week.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: June 26-29
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Under the Sea: 
The camp is all about ocean-inspired 

crafts, stories and songs, with an emphasis 
on magical and imaginary under-the-sea 
worlds ... and maybe a pirate or two.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: July 3, 5 and 6
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Adventures in Time Travel:
Campers will create projects inspired by 

the past and the future. Each day they will 
“travel” through time to visit a different 
time period.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: July 10-13
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Candy Land: 
From candy-inspired crafts to ginger-

bread houses, Candy Land week is the 
sweetest week of camp.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. July 

17-20
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

If I Were a Superhero:
Campers will create their own class 

comic book and celebrate superheroes 
all week long. They will end the week 
celebrating real-life helper heroes in the 
community.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. July 

24-27
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Somewhere Over the Rainbow: 
This camp is inspired by all things rain-

bow, from songs to crafts.
•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Aug. 

7-9
•	 Where: Cultural Center
•	 Cost: $190 ($170 for members)



Summer Art Camp
These camps will be held at PVPV-

Rawlings Elementary School, 610 S.R. 
A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Camp Dinosaur: 
Kids will learn about dinosaurs, make 

dino-inspired art and create their own 
class dinosaur world, complete with a 
volcano experiment.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. June 

5-8
•	 Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Enchanted Forest: 
Campers will create whimsical and 

nature-inspired art projects.
•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. June 

12-15
•	 Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Merry Monsters: 
Campers will create their own merry 

monster village using various artistic 
mediums throughout the week.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. June 

26-29
•	 Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Under the Sea: 
This camp is all about ocean-inspired 

crafts, stories and songs, with an emphasis 
on magical and imaginary under-the-sea 
worlds ... and maybe a pirate or two.

•	 Ages: 5-11
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REGISTER TODAY!
HTTPS://TKSJACKSONVILLE.JUMBULA.COM/

For info, email: REB@TheKnightSchool.com

THE BOLLES SCHOOL
June 19-23, July 10-14 & July 24-28

THE DISCOVERY SCHOOL
June 5-9, June 20-23 (4-Day Camp), 

June 26-30 & July 17-21

J. ALLEN AXSON
June 7-9 (3-Day Camp), July 3-7 (4-Day Camp), July 24-28

JACKSONVILLE CLASSICAL
July 17-21

JACKSONVILLE COUNTRY DAY
June 12-16,  July 3-7 (Kindergarten Only),

July 10-14, July 24-28

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
June 12-16, June 26-30, July 3-7, July 17-21

SAN JUAN DEL RIO (JULINGTON CREEK)
 July 10-14 and July 17-21

Summer camps offer variety of fun topics

CAMPS  continues on Page 17
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•	 When: July 3, 5 and 6
•	 Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)

Adventures in Time Travel: 
Campers will create projects inspired by 

the past and the future. Each day they will 
“travel” through time to visit a different 
time period.

•	 Ages: 5-11
•	 When: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. July 

10-13
•	 Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
•	 Cost: $250 ($225 for members)



Ready, Set, Act — Acting Camp
Instructor Sheri Lahris began her career 

by teaching child actors on the sets of 
Disney, MGM and Universal Studios. She 
taught many child stars and worked on 
location and sound stages for TV sitcoms 
and feature films. The camp is open to all 
experience and skill levels.

Students will learn all aspects of acting, 
such as improv, character analysis, stage 
movement, scene study, relaxation and 
theater games. On the final day of camp, 

parents will be invited to visit and watch 
campers perform monologues and skits.

• Ages: Kids 9+
• When: 9 a.m. to noon June 19-22
• Where: PVPV-Rawlings Elementary 

School
• Cost: $145 ($130 for members)



Culinary Camp, Part 1
Kids will be introduced to age-appro-

priate cooking skills along with kitchen 
hygiene and other basics, introductory 
nutrition concepts and more. Each day 
campers will make a variety of dishes and 
explore new ingredients and foods. Make 
sure to contact the center about food aller-
gies or dietary restrictions. 

• Ages: 4-7
• When: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. July 31 and 

Aug. 1
• Where: Cultural Center
• Cost: $100

Culinary Camp, Part 2
Kids will be introduced to age-appro-

priate cooking skills along with kitchen 
hygiene and other basics, introductory 
nutrition concepts and more. Each day 
campers will make a variety of dishes and 
explore new ingredients and foods. Make 
sure to contact the center about food aller-
gies or dietary restrictions. 

• Ages: 8-11

• When: Aug. 2-4
• Where: Cultural Center
• Cost: $150 ($135 for members)



Alhambra Theatre Camp
This is a two-week summer theater 

camp for aspiring actors or for those who 
want to experience the theater and acting. 
The camp is currently full, but a waitlist is 
available.

• Ages: 8-17
• When: June 12-23
• Where: The Alhambra Theatre, 12000 

Beach Blvd., Jacksonville.
• Cost: $560 ($510 for members). Wait-

list is free.



JOHN BEARD ART GALLERY
This new gallery, located at 110 Cum-

berland Park Drive No. 105, just off Old 
County Road 210 across from Beachwalk, 
will offer two weeklong Kids’ Summer Art 
Camps, one in June and the other in July.

In this progressive paint camp, attend-
ees will learn about painting tools — both 
traditional and nontraditional — as well 
as paint materials and mediums. Creative 
problem solving will be practiced during 
the create-your-own paint tool challenge. 
Campers will learn to apply various me-
diums (pastels, ink, chalk, acrylic, paint 

sticks, sand, etc.) to a large canvas, show 
their work at a Friday gallery show and 
take their art home to hang.

• Week 1: June 12-16 for ages 6-13. 
Sales end June 9. Lunch and snack 
provided. Waiver and allergy forms 
will be emailed. Cost: $285 for the 
week.

• Week 2: July 10-14 for ages 6-13. 
Sales end July 7. Lunch and snack 
provided. Waiver and allergy forms 
will be emailed. Cost: $285 for the 
week.

Drop off time: 8:30 a.m. Pick-up time: 
3 p.m.

The parent gallery show is from 11 a.m. 
to noon.

To sign up, go to eventbrite.com/e/kids-
summer-art-camp-tickets-479137401867.



THE LINK
The link, 425 Town Plaza Ave., Ponte 

Vedra (in Nocatee), is offering several 
camps between June 5 and Aug. 4. Camps 
are open to members and nonmembers. To 
register, go to thelink.zone/camps.

Healthy Hands Cooking Camp
Chef Corina Danielson will cover a 

variety of topics such as kitchen prepared-
ness, kitchen safety, proper food handling, 

Camps
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hygiene, cross-contamination, measuring 
and proper food storage. Different skills 
will be featured each day. Campers will 
learn about the food supply chain, the de-
cline of our food’s nutritional impact and 
why some of the foods may be harmful.

Cost for each five-day session is $250.
For ages 6-12.
Seven morning sessions open (9 a.m. 

to noon): June 12-16, June 19-23, June 
26-30, July 10-14, July 17-21, July 24-28, 
July 31-Aug. 4

Eight afternoon sessions open (1-4 
p.m.): June 5-9, June 12-16, June 19-23, 
June 26-30, July 10-14, July 17-21, July 
24-28, July 31-Aug. 4

Dance & Tumble Summer Camp
Kids will learn and practice basic dance 

and tumble skills under the guidance of 
experienced and qualified instructors. 
Pack a snack and bring a refillable water 
bottle for your camper. No nuts.

Cost for each five-day session is $250.
For ages 5+
Two sessions from 9 a.m. to noon: June 

12-16, June 26-30.

LEGO Robotics
Lego Robotics focuses on building ro-

bots and other vehicles and programming 
them to move and perform tasks. Camp-

ers develop skills in spatial reasoning, 
problem-solving, creativity and critical 
thinking. Pack snacks, lunch and bring a 
refillable water bottle for your camper. No 
nuts.

Cost for each five-day session is $350.
For ages 7-12.
Five sessions open (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.): 

June 12-16, July 10-14, July 17-21, July 
24-28, July 31-Aug. 4

Olympic Style Fencing
Coach Alan Chernomashentsev has 

more than 30 years of fencing and coach-
ing experience, has won several medals 
and was ranked second in Veteran Men’s 
Foil in 2018 by USA Fencing.

Pack a snack and bring a refillable water 
bottle for your camper.

Cost for each five-day session is $250.
For ages 6-13.
Two sessions from 9 a.m. to noon: June 

5-9, Aug. 7-11.



SAPNA Summer Creativity 
Camp

Throughout the week, kids will have 
the opportunity to participate in various 
art projects, immersive (virtual) field trips, 
creative storytelling, real world math, 
hands-on science/engineering activities, 
interactive games, imaginative play, per-
formance art and more.

Cost for each five-day session is $250.

•	 For ages 5-8:
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 5-9, June 12-16, 

June 19-23, June 26-30, July 10-14, July 
17-21, July 24-28, July 31-Aug. 4

•	 For ages 8-12:
1-4 p.m. June 5-9, June 12-16, June 19-

23, June 26-30, July 10-14, July 31-Aug. 4

Special Sapna Summer Creativity Camp
Cost: $900. Offers expire April 15.
Two morning sessions (9 a.m. to 1 

p.m.): June 5-30, July 10-Aug. 4. Ages: 
5-8.

One afternoon session (1-4 p.m.) July 
10-Aug. 4. Ages 8-12.



LIMELIGHT THEATRE
Limelight Theatre, located at 11 Old 

Mission Ave., St. Augustine, offers theatre 
instruction for ages 5 to 18 in the Kid-
zfACTory program, with fully staged 
shows, workshops, day camps, summer 
camps and outreach programs at area 
schools and organizations.

To register, go to limelight-theatre.org/
youth-programs.

KidzSing Under the Sea!
Go under the sea through song, dance 

and costuming. This summer camp will 
culminate in a 10- to 15-minute free show-
case for friends and family.

•	 Ages: K+
•	 When: Noon to 3 p.m. June 5-9, plus 

show.
•	 Cost: $200

KidzSing Broadway Babies! A Cabaret 
for Kids

• Ages: Grades 3+
•  When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays, 

June 5-16, plus show
• Cost: $450

Finding Nemo Jr.
A 60-minute musical adaptation of the 

2003 Pixar movie “Finding Nemo.”
•	 Ages: Grades 4+
•	 When: Weekdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

June 19-July 14 and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
July 10-14, plus show

•	 Where: Kirk Auditorium, Florida 
School for the Deaf and the Blind.

•	 Cost: $450.

KidzSing Disney Week

This summer camp will culminate in a 
10- to 15-minute free showcase for friends 
and family.

•	 Ages: K+
•	 When: Noon to 3 p.m. June 19-23, 

plus show
•	 Cost: $200

The Spongebob Musical
•	 Ages: Grade 8+
•	 When: Weekdays, 2-5 p.m. June 26-

July 21 and 1-5 p.m. July 17-21, plus 
show

•	 Cost: $525



YMCA

Summer Day Camp
Dates: May 30-Aug. 11 (varies by loca-

tion)
No camp on June 19 and July 4.
Ages: 5-12
Cost: Varies by camp location
Times for YMCA locations in Duval 

and St. Johns counties: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Each week, a new theme will help 

campers discover new skills, build self-
confidence and feel a sense of achieve-
ment and belonging. Themes for this 
summer are:

•	 Week 1: Once Upon A Time, May 30 
to June 2

•	 Week 2: Dinosaur World, June 5-9
•	 Week 3: Down on the Farm, June 12-

16
•	 Week 4: Around the World, June 19-

23
•	 Week 5: Tropical Paradise, June 26-30
•	 Week 6: Holiday Hoopla, June 3-7
•	 Week 7: JAW-some Week, July 10-14
•	 Week 8: Thingamajig Science Inven-

tion Convention, July 17-21
•	 Week 9: Animal Planet, July 24-28
•	 Week 10: Spirit Wars, July 31 to Aug. 

4
•	 Week 11: Once Upon A Time, Aug. 

7-11
Register at fcymca.org/programs/camp/

summer-day-camp.

Camp Immokalee
Camp Immokalee has been a favorite 

for generations of overnight campers since 
1909. Camp Immokalee is a tech-free 
zone but with all of the fun things to do, 
campers love staying unplugged. Activi-
ties include: archery, pottery, canoeing, 
water sports, swim lessons, horseback 
riding, songs and skits, zipline and much 
more.

Ages: 7-17
Dates: Week-long summer overnight 

camp sessions from June 5 to Aug. 6
Cost: YMCA members $575/week, 

non-members $640/week
Location: Keystone Heights
If you have questions about Camp Im-

mokalee, call 352-473-4213.
For more information, go to camp.

fcymca.org.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan
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All basketball camps will be at Beaches Chapel School Gym  
610 Florida Blvd, Neptune Beach 

TWO SESSIONS: June 5-9 AND June 12-16;  9am-12pm: Boys currently in 
 2nd - 7th Grade. Players will be on separate Courts. (2nd-4th/5th-7th)
June 26-30: 9am-11am; Girls and Boys currently in K-2nd Grade 

TOMMY HULIHAN BASKETBALL CAMP

Let the slides begin!
Nocatee opens 
water parks for 

residents
By Anthony Richards

There are a variety of ways for children 
to have fun this summer, but there is just 
something about being around water that 
just feels right.

Whether that is going to the beach, the 
lake or the pool, for many families head-
ing to the water is the primary objective.

The Nocatee Community is doing its 
part to make sure Nocatee residents have 
the opportunity to capture that sensation 
they are looking for with the recent open-
ing of its two water parks.

Nocatee’s Splash Water Park is a 
resort-style water playground and is a 
destination summer spot for Nocatee 
residents.

The park’s signature ride includes a 
pair of slides that present an array of 
corkscrew turns, twists and slippery 
slope.

Combining all those creates an exhila-
rating experience for both children and 
adults.

However, the park also features a 377-
foot zip line that reaches up to 37 miles 
per hour and starts at the Rip Tide Slide 
Tower, which also offers a panoramic 
view over all of Nocatee.

Spray Water Park, but it remains one of 
Nocatee’s newest way to create fun with 
the use of water.

It features a four-story above ground 
interactive spray playground, which 
remains the tallest of its kind in the 
Northeast Florida area.

If the interactive spray is a little too 
much, a perfect family spot for lounging 
about and soaking up the summer vibes 
is Serenity Bay, which is located not far 
from the Spray entrance.

Some Nocatee residents may be too 
young to enjoy all of the exhilarating 
options of both the Splash and Spray 
Water Parks, for this situation there is the 
Scuttle Cove, which is in turn a smaller 
spray park option. 

Also, nearby to Scuttle Cove is Para-
dise Park playground which features mul-
tiple tunnels, Astro turf and shaded areas 
to help protect from the sun when needed.

Both water parks are open to Nocatee 
residents only and their accompanied 
guests.

Photos courtesy of Nocatee Community

The lazy river at Nocatee’s water parks is a perfect way for the entire family to spend time this 
summer.

An aerial view of Nocatee Spray Water Park.
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EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL of JACKSONVILLE

Nocatee Family Camp Out full of fun, food
The following are photos from the Nocatee Family Camp Out March 25. Nocatee residents made memories and had fun during the sold-out event. Camping is a time-tested 

activity for families, especially during the summer months.
Contributed photos
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Email: Firstcoastfoamparty@gmail.com 
Phone:  (904) 834-1311

BRING ON THE FOAM!

www.firstcoastfoamparty.com

OUR PARTY PACKAGES
Foam Party • GLOW Foam • Daycares & Church Specials 

Gender Reveal • Dog Foam Parties
These party packages are for up to 25 participants. 

 Please contact us for any large scale events.

KIDS SUMMER 
ART CAMP

MEET & INTERACT w/ MASTER ARTIST JOHN BEARD
JOHN BEARD GALLERY

110 CUMBERLAND PARK DR #105 ST AUG FL 32095

• progressive paint camp
• paint w/ traditional & non-traditional tools
• creative problem solving
• creative growth & expansion
• improved self-confidence & self-esteem

SCAN TO REGISTER
johnbeardcollection.com

AGES 6 - 13 YR

$285 wk

WEEK 1: JUNE 12-16

WEEK 2: JULY 10-14

MON-THUR 9 AM - 2 PM

FRI 9 AM - 11 AM
[parent gallery show 11 AM - 12 PM]

8:30 AM drop off + $50
3 PM pick up + $50

More photos from the 
Nocatee Family Camp Out

JUNE 4TH - 9TH

JUNE 11TH - 16TH

scan here
For more information,



By Anthony Richards

The North Florida Fishing Camp 
will be held this summer for the young 
anglers in the community to take part and 
grow their love of fishing even more.

The camp is actually made up of 
several camps held throughout the area 
designed to capture the interest and 
imagination of children out there that 
love to be outside and are happiest when 
they are near or on the water.

June and July are the months when the 
camps will be held, with the first taking 
place in St. Augustine June 19-23.

The St. Augustine camp is a day camp 
that will feature a mix of both offshore 
and inshore fishing.

Arrival will be at Fishbites Trading 
Post located at 170 Nix Boat Yard Road 
in St. Augustine at 7:30 a.m. each day, 
and will include dock fishing and an 
afternoon guest speaker before pick up 
time is at 3:30 p.m.

A similar camp format will be held the 
next week June 26-30, but instead drop 
off and pickup will be at Morningstar 
Marinas in the Mayport area of Jackson-
ville.

Children attending the camp will go on 
a charter fishing trip from 8 a.m. to noon 
followed by a guest speaker and dock 
fishing in the afternoon until pick up at 
3:30 p.m.

All of the classes offered will be over-
seen by some of the best professional 
charter captains on the First Coast, so the 
children will be learning from someone 
who is skilled and knowledgeable within 
the field.

Morningstar Marinas will also be the 
home site for additional day camps July 
3-7, July 10-14 and July 17-21.

The day camps will be followed by a 
pair of advanced offshore day camps, the 
first of which will be July 24-28 and the 
second scheduled for July 31-August 4.

Both advanced day camps will once 
again begin and end at Morningstar 
Marinas, but the main difference is that it 
is designed for more experienced anglers 
who are looking to hone their skills with 
longer offshore fishing trips each day 
during the week.

The week will include a pair of four 
and six-hour trips and one eight-hour 
trip.

All fish caught during the week will be 
cleaned and taken home. Attending the 
advanced camps is not recommended for 
children prone to sea sickness, due to the 

long hours out at sea.
While arrival time remains 7:30 a.m. 

for the advanced offshore day camps, 
pickup time is between 3:30 p.m. and 4 
p.m.

The advanced offshore day camps 
cost $1,499 and a $300 deposit will lock 
in a camper’s spot for that week with 
the additional $1,200 is due one week 
before the camp gets underway. Regular 
summer day camps are $999 with $200 
reserving a spot.

One of the unique angles the North 
Florida Fishing Camp offers is what it 
calls sleep away camps, which will be 
held twice this year June 4-9 and June 
11-16.

As the name implies, the sleep away 
camps will be held overnight and located 
at Jacksonville University.

The campers will encounter five con-
secutive days of professional charter fish-
ing in the Atlantic Ocean and St. Johns 
River.

A fish fry will be held on the final day 
of both sleep away camps for families to 
enjoy, as well as an awards ceremony to 
highlight the best catches had throughout 
the week.

The sleep away camps cost $2,250 to 
register, but a $400 deposit can be made 
to make sure families reserve a spot for 
their child.

There is limited space in some of the 
camps. For additional details and to see 
available space go to northfloridafishing-
camp.com.
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• Week-long musical theatre program consisting of classes, workshops, and rehearsals focused on 
the "Golden Age of Broadway."

• The staff of Broadway professionals teach songs and choreography from classic Broadway 
shows.

• No Experience Required.

June 12-16
 FSCJ Nathan H. Wilson Center for the Arts

Ages 10-17

Enroll Today
Visit fscjartistseries.org for pricing, registration, and more info

Young anglers have multiple 
summer camp options

There will be a variety of North Florida fishing camps taking place this summer. Offshore fishing is included as part of the camp options.

Contributed photos
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Contest open to children ages 3-12 and will be judged in 3 categories: 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12.
Winners will receive a family four-pack of tickets to the Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens.

Please mail or bring in your entries on or before Friday, April 28, 2023.

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Parent’s Name: Home Phone:

Name: Age:

Spring Coloring Contest! MAIL OR BRING IN ONE COMPLETE PICTURE WITH ENTRY FORM TO:
PONTE VEDRA RECORDER  | 1102 A1A N., Unit 108  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Be
creative!



By Anthony Richards

St. Johns Stage is preparing for the 
second weekend of its spring showcase, 
“The Secret Garden The Musical,” which 
will be held April 15 and 16 with perfor-
mances at 1 p.m. and 6 p.m. both days.

Seats can be reserved for the shows 

by going to www.stjohnsstage.com/sjs-
theatre-production-tickets.

The production is just the latest ex-
ample of the many ways St. Johns Stage 
goes about educating and developing a 
passion for theater in students from kin-
dergarten to seniors in high school.

As a result, all the performances done 

by the arts studio have casts made up 
entirely of children within its program, 
which also leads to the scripts used being 
children’s classic tales.

“For the performances, we turn half 
of the studio into a black box theater,” 
owner and director Mindy Dushane said.

There are a couple of plays being of-
fered this summer for middle school and 
high school students in the area, with the 
unique twist of the students only getting 
one week to work on the play and per-
form it, but they will have the chance to 
then perform what they worked on at the 
Florida Theatre Conference where they 
will compete in a regional event.

Ages 10 to 14 (middle school) will be 
performing “The Taming of the Shoe,” 
while those in high school ages 14 to 18 
will perform “Red Herring.”

The final audition will be held at the 
studio beginning April 8 beginning at 10 
a.m. The cost for a student per week is 
$175 with a $15 registration fee.

“We try to have a variety of plays and 
musicals because we know that different 
kids prefer different things,” Dushane 
said.

Although the casts for the performanc-
es or to be part of the studio’s Thespian 
competition group is based off of audi-
tions, there are plenty of other ways that 
children of any age or talent level are 
welcome to enjoy all that theater has to 
offer.

Summer classes are broken down into 
three levels, and are not so much deter-
mined by age as much as it is experi-
ence and where a child is in the learning 

process.
Classes will begin May 29 and go 

through July 28 with various classes be-
ing held each day of the week with start 
times no earlier than 4 p.m.

The range of styles taught include the 
likes of ballet, lyrical, contemporary, 
vocal and acting techniques, jazz, hip hop 
and tap.

A “Broadway basics” class will also be 
offered for those ages 3 to 5 years old just 
being introduced to theater and “skills for 
the independent actor,” for those looking 
to advance and build upon their acting 
skills.

There is a $15 registration fee per fam-
ily required to take part in the classes, 
and families can register their children 
online by going to stjohnsstage.com and 
clicking on the “summer programs & 
classes” tab.

“Here at St. Johns Stage, we’re all 
about making sure that every child who 
wants to, gets the opportunity to be 
included and express their creativity 
through the performing arts,” Dushane 
said. “We hope to kindle their passion for 
theater and the arts with our approach.”
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St. Johns Stage summer programs 
foster passion for performing arts

St. Johns Stage will offer summer programs May 29 to July 28. Children kindergarten to seniors in high school are welcome to take part in the programs 
offered at St. Johns Stage. 

Photos courtesy of St. Johns Stage
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If your child has a special talent in the arts, Douglas 
Anderson School of the Arts can help foster their growth 
and excellence as students, grades 9 through 12, are 
carefully nurtured through inten sive study.

To learn more about the school and its programming, 
go to douglasander sonSOTA on Facebook, or online 
at da-arts.org.

A Duval County Public High School

Where Arts and Academics Meet Excellence

Please visit the www.da-arts.org 
for more information and audition requirements.

2445 San Diego Rd. • Jacksonville, FL 32207

OUT OF COUNTY
STUDENT AUDITIONSSTUDENT AUDITIONS
dates in May and August

WWW.DA-ARTS.ORGWWW.DA-ARTS.ORG
for Audition Dates

May 30 - June 2 
June 5 - June 9

June 12 - June 16

June 19 - June 23 
 June 26 - June 30 

July 3 - July 7

July 10 - July 14
 July 17 - July 21 
July 24 - July 28

July 31 - Aug 4
Aug 7 - Aug 11

JACKSONVILLE’S 
LONGEST RUNNING 

SURF CAMP

3:1 STUDENT TO 
INSTRUCTOR RATIO

SURFBOARDS, 
SUNSCREEN AND 
SNACK INCLUDED

AGES 6 AND UP

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE

JACKSONVILLE BEACH AND PONTE VEDRA BEACH CAMPS
CAMPS RUN MON-FRI FROM 8:45 - 11:45 A.M.

For more information, contact
Scott Holmes (904) 962-SURF

Keep summer days fun 
and busy when camp ends

Many adults have fond memories of 
attending summer camp when they were 
children. The American Camp Associa-
tion reports that each year more than 14 
million children and adults take advantage 
of the camp experience. Summer camp is 
a place for kids to learn new skills, make 
new friends, experience being away from 
home for extended periods of time, and 
explore new locales.

Summer camp program lengths vary. 
Some children attend local camps that 
may last a week or two, while others 
attend sleep-away camps that last a little 
longer. Since summer vacation typically 
lasts between eight to 10 weeks, parents 
may discover there still is plenty of down-
time after summer camp ends. Here are 
some ways to fill the gap between the end 
of camp and the start of a new school year.

Schedule a vacation
What better way to keep the magic of 

summer going than by rolling summer 
camp right into a family vacation? Give 
kids time to enjoy a few days to relax 
at home, but then buckle up for the next 
adventure. This can be a trip away from 
home, or a series of day trips or activities 
guided by all members of the family.

Organize a sleepover exchange
Parents of school-aged children can 

coordinate with one another to fill up a 
week or more with sleepovers. Each fam-
ily can take a night or two, and the kids 
can jump from house to house extending 
the fun with one another. Sleepovers can 
occur inside the home or under tents in 
the yard.

Recreate favorite camp activities at 
home

Why not take what makes camp en-
tertaining and try it at home? Copy the 
camp’s itinerary and engage in similar ac-
tivities, such as canoeing or nature hikes. 
On nights when the weather cooperates, 
everyone can gather around a fire pit to 
roast marshmallows. 

Enroll in a recreational program
Some towns offer free or low-fee activ-

ities to residents through their parks and 
recreation departments. If budgeting does 
not allow for a camp experience, there are 
likely town-wide activities that can fill the 
gaps until it’s time for children to go back 
to school. Some even may offer after-
hours childcare options for parents who 
have scheduling conflicts with work.
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STRUGGLES TO READ & SPELL
STRUGGLES TO WRITE SENTENCES
STRUGGLES WITH MATH
NO MORE STRUGGLES AFTER
THE MORRIS CENTER
PONTE VEDRA BEACH
#TooGoodToBeTrue-for34years

www.TheMorrisCenterPVB.com
(904)834-2482
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

JUST SOLD!
What a pleasure it was to work with my neighbors 
Margaret Ann and John Brown on the listing of their 
beautiful water to golf home in our neighborhood 
of Old Barn. It went quickly under contract and our 
sales price of 2,180,000.00, is the highest price per 
square feet of the most recent sales in Old Barn. Old 
Barn Island used to be Ponte Vedra Beach’s best kept 
secret, but not any longer.  Just minutes to the beach, 
golf, tennis and fitness center, you can experience 
vacation living year round on  Old Barn Island, your 
private oasis in a country club setting!

3253 OLD BARN RD. WEST, PONTE VEDRA BEACH

FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

One of the big changes is that the 
market is now inside compared to in the 
past, which is nice according to Struble, 
because it allows for the market to go 
on rain or shine.

Although the market had grown so 
much in the last year that they have 
needed to expand outside with vendors 
on the front lawn of the center to greet 
the public as they walk in to see the 
ones inside as well.

According to Taylor, a typical market 
has abut 11 to 16 vendors, featuring a 
variety of different products from soaps 
and lotions to jewelry and food, such as 
fresh produce, breads and frozen steaks.

“It’s something a little different every 
week because we do have vendors 
rotating to make sure we have a wide 
selection,” Taylor said.

One of those vendors is Bee Pollen 
Farms, which brings down their home-
grown organic in-season produce down 
to Palm Valley from their farm in Baker 
County to take part in the market.

“This was our first venture into a 

market, and now it’s become like a 
home to us,” said owner Anthony 
Ahrens.

Market
Continued from 9

Photo by Anthony Richards
Shoppers at the Palm Valley Market look over the selection of bakery items at the Great Harvest Bread Co. table.Palm Valley Market with its 
fresh produce.
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VyStar Credit Union launches foundation
VyStar Credit Union announced on 

March 29 that it has launched VyStar 
Foundation, which will serve as the credit 
union’s philanthropic arm.

VyStar Foundation will be dedicated 
to doing good and leading by example 
through collaborative partnerships that 
support youth, military members and 
veterans, and overall community vitality in 
the areas served by VyStar Credit Union.

“VyStar Credit Union’s purpose is to 
Do Good,” said Patricia McElroy, SVP/
president VyStar Foundation. “That simple 
phrase describes the spirit of philanthropy 
that is deeply embedded in our organiza-
tion. It inspires our teams in all that we do, 
whether we’re serving our members, vol-
unteering with nonprofit organizations or 
donating to community partners who share 
in our commitment to improve the places 

we call home. We have seen the incredible 
power of what we can accomplish when 
we work together for a common good. I 
am thrilled to have the opportunity to lead 
VyStar Foundation to further expand VyS-
tar’s dedication to the community.”  

Grants through VyStar Foundation will 
be available to 501(c)(3) organizations 
whose purpose and mission align with the 
foundation’s strategic giving pillars:

• Military: Ensuring military members, 
veterans and their families receive the 
social services they need and the recogni-
tion they deserve

• Youth: Empowering youth by provid-
ing equitable access to creative learning 
environments

• Community Building: Cultivating 
financially strong, culturally vibrant and 
interconnected communities

Each grant cycle will have a specific 
funding priority drawn from one of these 
strategic giving pillars. VyStar Founda-
tion’s first grant cycle opened March 29 
and honors VyStar’s roots at Naval Air Sta-
tion Jacksonville. The grant cycle focuses 
on nonprofit organizations that support 
active military, veterans and their families. 
Specific funding priority will be given to 
programs that address food and housing 
insecurity, employment and small busi-
ness counseling, or mental health services. 
Grant application information sessions will 
be held this month with the final applica-
tion deadline on April 30.

“VyStar Foundation’s launch will take 
our philanthropic efforts to new heights,” 
said VyStar President/CEO Brian Wolf-
burg. “As VyStar continues to grow across 
Florida and Georgia, the foundation will 

serve our new and existing communities, 
help us build important relationships with 
community leaders and support organiza-
tions that make a difference each and every 
day.” 

McElroy will serve as foundation presi-
dent. VyStar Foundation will be operated 
by a volunteer board of directors, which 
currently includes McElroy, Wolfburg as 
chairman, VyStar EVP/Chief Operations 
Officer Chad Meadows as treasurer, VyStar 
Chief Marketing Officer Dana Karzan as 
secretary and VyStar Credit Union Board 
Secretary Diane Fears. Moving forward, 
the foundation board will include commu-
nity members from areas served by VyStar 
Credit Union. 

To learn more about VyStar Foundation, 
go to vystarfoundation.org. 
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Paying down debt vs. investing
Paying down 

debt is often dif-
ficult, especially 
in a challenging 
economic environ-
ment. You may be 
wondering which to 
tackle first — pay 
down your debt 
or invest for the 
future.

Balance is best
A balanced approach to wealth man-

agement serves both today’s needs and 
tomorrow’s goals. For some that may 
mean paying off some debt today while 
simultaneously investing for the future.

Your own needs and circumstances will 
be unique. The following guidelines can 
help you evaluate alternatives and find an 
approach that fits your situation and goals.

Don’t forget your emergency fund
In addition to paying down debt and 

settling on an investment strategy, make it 
a priority to set up an emergency reserve. 
Traditional “rules of thumb” suggest set-
ting aside three to six months or more of 
living expenses in traditional savings or 
very short-term, highly liquid, low-volatil-
ity investments.

While ideal, that goal may not be real-

istic for everyone. Start by building up a 
reserve of a month’s expenses and make 
it a goal to increase your emergency fund 
over time as resources permit.

Your future first
When making decisions about debt and 

investing, be a long-term thinker. Consider 
“what position do I want to be in 10 or 
20 years from now?” Then evaluate what 
actions today should be most effective 
in helping you achieve your long-term 
financial goals.

For example, if you have high-interest 
debt that is compounding, this could 
eventually become a serious impediment 
to reaching your long-term goals. In con-
trast, you might not be in a hurry to retire 
low-interest debt if the potential return on 
long-term investing would be greater.

When making decisions about debt 
reduction vs. investing, keep in mind that 
the need to eventually pay off principal 
is certain but investment returns are not. 
Investment performance will vary over 
time, and it’s possible to experience losses 
as well as gains. At the same time, it is 
well known that investors who start earlier 
may benefit from compounding and “time 
in the market.”

If you have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a retirement plan at work and your 
employer makes matching contributions, 

that could be a compelling reason to pri-
oritize investing up to the amount that the 
employer will match.

But there are no magic numbers. 
That’s why you may want to work with a 
financial advisor to create an investment 
strategy that fits your financial expecta-
tions for the future.

Prioritize your debts
With your emergency fund and invest-

ment strategy in place, you can begin 
deciding on a strategy for reducing your 
debts. But how do you decide which debts 
to pay down first?

Mathematically, it makes sense to focus 
on paying off high-interest debts like 
private student loans and credit card debt 
first. Federal student loans and mortgages 
might be lower priorities because their 
rates are often lower and their terms lon-
ger. Vehicle loans might fall somewhere in 
the middle. Tax considerations may also 
come into play.

An alternative approach is to start with 
the smallest debt first. It might be moti-
vating to get a “quick win” by paying off 
a smaller debt before beginning to chip 
away at a larger one.

Once you pay off one debt, add that 
payment amount to a different debt pay-
ment amount to accelerate its pay off.

It’s personal

One last tip: Don’t discount your emo-
tions. If paying off a certain debt will help 
you feel more secure, follow your gut. Or 
discuss with a financial advisor before you 
decide. Also, identify some key milestones 
that you want to reach, and celebrate 
(modestly) when you achieve those goals!

Wells Fargo Advisors is not engaged in rendering 
legal or tax advice. If legal or tax assistance is 
required, the services of a competent professional 
should be sought.
This article was written by/for Wells Fargo Advisors 
and provided courtesy of Ponte Vedra Wealth 
Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors - Jamie 
Seim, MBA, CFP®
First Vice President – Investment Officer, Stephen 
T. Foody, CFP® Managing Director- Investments 
Officer in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL at 904-273-7934. 
0122-00816
Investment and Insurance Products are:
Not Insured by the FDIC or Any Federal Government 
Agency
Not a Deposit or Other Obligation of, or Guaranteed 
by, the Bank or Any Bank Affiliate
Subject to Investment Risks, Including Possible 
Loss of the Principal Amount Invested
Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC, a 
registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate of 
Wells Fargo & Company.
©2021 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights 
reserved.

 Jamie Seim, MBA, CFP®

Sailing a family affair for St. Augustine’s business
For Rose Ann Points, sailing isn’t just 

a family activity – it’s a family business. 
That’s because when you book a luxury 
sailing experience with St. Augustine 
Sailing, you’re in the capable hands of a 
family that has lived and breathed the salt 
air for most of their lives.

After years of making her family at 
home living on boats, Points has built 
that strong family bond into her business. 

“It wasn’t until my mid-20s that I start-
ed spending time on boats,” said Points, 
co-owner, captain and broker at St. Au-

gustine Sailing. “At first, it was a 27-foot 
Bayliner Cabin Cruiser that my kids and I 
would take out on the weekends when we 
lived in Vancouver, Washington.”

Then, when Points was 30, the family 
decided to sell everything they owned 
and buy a sailboat to live the life of 
adventure. They purchased a 41 Mor-
gan Out-Island ketch (a double-masted 
sailboat) named Tranquility and moved 
aboard for 13 years.

“They loved it,” she said. “It was just 
the most wonderful time, giving my kids 

that connection to the sea. And we’ve 
never looked back!”

Points’ children are all actively 
involved in the business. Her daughter 
Toste Munoz serves as the main point of 
contact for passengers looking to book 
an excursion. Her two sons also help 
man the helm, so to speak. Derk Burkin 
is a photographer and videographer who 
documents the myriad momentous occa-
sions on board. Lance Burkin manages 

St. Augustine Sailing’s extensive fleet of 
sailing yachts, keeping them afloat and in 
tip-top shape.

Lance’s wife, Amberle, creates the 
delectable bites on-board, curating an 
extensive menu of options, including lush 
charcuterie boards and perfectly-paired 
beverages.

Rose Ann’s husband, Chuck Points, is 

SAILING  continues on Page 31
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Commit to smart financial habits in 
recognition of Financial Capability Month
Submitted by Chris Thompson

April is a month 
that often conjures 
thoughts of spring 
cleaning. Fittingly, 
it’s also National 
Financial Capabili-
ty Month, a time to 
reflect on the state 
of your finances 
and focus on or-
ganizing them in a 

way that will help you achieve your goals 
for the future. Here are five tried-and-true 
money habits I recommend to my clients 
this time of year, and all year long. These 
are also good principles to pass down to 
children and other dependents as they 
approach adulthood and become respon-
sible for their own finances.

1. Create and follow a budget. A 

budget is a key tool to help households 
improve their financial accountability and 
stability. It’s a black-and-white reminder 
of monthly bills and the limits of house-
hold cash flow. As a rule of thumb, I 
recommend setting a 50/30/20 budget 
allocation, in which you assign 50% of 
your income to pay fixed expenses, allow 
30% for flexible spending, and reserve 
20% for savings. You can always modify 
the numbers as your income and expens-
es change over time. 

2. Use credit wisely. Loans and credit 
cards are financial tools that are best 
used carefully. My advice is to delay 
discretionary purchases you cannot pay 
for today to avoid the inevitable cost of 
borrowing money. In general, it’s wise 
to keep your debt-to-income (DTI) ratio 
below 30% to avoid unwieldy payments. 
A higher DTI will require more of your 
resources and make it harder to get ahead. 

Cap your credit card debt to 20% or less 
of your maximum credit limit when-
ever possible. I highly recommend that 
borrowers review their current debt and 
create a payment schedule to pay it down. 
It’s especially important to pay install-
ment loan payments and credit card bills 
on time to avoid late fees and maintain a 
high credit score.

3. Save for larger purchases and 
emergencies. I tell my clients to main-
tain some level of cash reserves for 
unexpected expenses. When life takes an 
unexpected turn, your savings can be a 
lifeline. Grow an emergency fund equiva-
lent to six months to one year of income. 
If you must tap into your emergency 
savings, set realistic goals to rebuild the 
fund.

4. Invest for your future. By giving 
your money the chance to grow, invest-
ments have the potential to help you cre-
ate a more prosperous financial future. I 
urge clients to make maximum contribu-
tions to retirement savings accounts and 
take full advantage of employer match 
opportunities. Another best practice for 
investing is to build a diversified port-
folio — in other words, not just stocks, 
but also bonds, real estate and other asset 
types. This principle of diversification 
can help balance risk against the volatil-
ity of any one asset class. Invest consis-
tently, regardless of market conditions, 
to benefit from dollar-cost averaging (a 
lower average cost of shares). 

5. Take time for financial wellness. 
Your relationship to money matters as 

much as your bank balance. Detrimental 
financial habits often have an emotional 
history. Identify triggers that lead to 
behaviors you want to change, such as 
overspending or neglecting bills. Pat 
yourself on the back for every positive 
step you take toward financial wellness. 
One of the most treasured rewards of my 
work is helping my clients strengthen 
their financial acumen and create a safety 
net for their families now and in the 
future. If this approach appeals to you, 
consider seeking the advice of a qualified 
financial advisor who can help you work 
to achieve your goals for the future.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC © is a Manag-
ing Director & Associate Branch Manager with 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. in Jacksonville 
FL.  He specializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and has been in 
practice for 30 years. To contact him, www.ameri-
priseadvisors/chris.thompson, 904-380-2290, 4601 
Touchton Rd E, Suite 3120, Jacksonville FL.
Investment advisory products and services are 
made available through Ameriprise Financial 
Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser.
Investment products are not insured by the FDIC, 
NCUA or any federal agency, are not deposits or 
obligations of, or guaranteed by any financial 
institution, and involve investment risks including 
possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.
Ameriprise Financial and its affiliates do not offer 
tax or legal advice. Consumers should consult 
with their tax advisor or attorney regarding their 
specific situation.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA 
and SIPC.
© 2023 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights 
reserved.
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A look at major career 
changes in the area.

River Garden Senior Services CFO Betty 
Sorna receives award

River Garden Senior Services has an-
nounced that Betty Sorna, chief financial 
officer and senior associate administra-
tor, was named as the Association of 
Jewish Aging Services (AJAS) Profes-
sional of the Year on March 21 during 
the 2023 AJAS Annual Conference.

This award is given to honor and 
recognize an outstanding AJAS profes-
sional who reflects the highest standards 
of knowledge and expertise, has shown 
exceptional leadership and is highly 
respected by the staff, residents and 
families served.

Sorna holds a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and a mas-
ter’s degree in accountancy from The 

Benchmarks of Success

Betty Sorna
BENCHMARKS  continues on Page 33
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not only the co-owner of St. Augustine Sail-
ing. He’s a steady, solid presence, oversee-
ing all sailing operations and serving as the 
business’s main delivery captain. He is also 
an award-winning ASA instructor who has 
guided numerous individuals on their path to 
becoming sailing instructors.

“Chuck actually came in to rent a boat, 
before I was involved with the business,” 
said Points. “He got to talking to the previous 
owners and it turned out he had a captain’s 
license and a whole lot of experience on the 
water. He’s sailed all over the world — the 
breadth of his knowledge is so impressive! So 
they hired him. And that’s how we met — I 
walked through the door and there he was. It 
makes this business even more meaningful 
for us because it’s part of our love story.”

St. Augustine Sailing Enterprises is a luxu-
ry adventure experience that offers a variety 
of sailing excursions to fit any occasion and 
budget. They offer private charters that can 
be customized to create a unique experience. 
Popular options include private chef-prepared 
meals, premium beer and wine upgrades and 
overnight adventures.

St. Augustine Sailing also offers sailing les-
sons and membership in SailTime, a club that 
allows members to rent a boat at franchises 
around the country. For more information on 
the programs, go to sta-sail.com.

Sailing
Continued from 29

Contributed photo
St. Augustine Sailing has a strong family component.

Home watch 
business earns 
accreditation

Hibiscus Home Management has earned accreditation 
from the National Home Watch Association (NHWA) for 
the second year.

The NHWA was formed in 2009 in order to establish 
and maintain the highest industry standards for home 
watch and absentee homeowner services throughout the 
United States and Canada (www.nationalhomewatchasso-
ciation.org). Home watch is a visual inspection of a home 
or property, looking for obvious issues, which means that 
it is a service that “keeps an eye on things” at your vaca-
tion or primary home while you are not in residence. All 
principals of NHWA accredited member companies are 
background-checked, insured and bonded.

Originally from Pittsburgh, Shon Fleming has been 
a resident of St. Augustine for 18 years. He has a back-
ground in engineering and construction and has a master’s 
degree. He currently manages a team of engineers in the 
field of utility construction.

Born and raised in St. Augustine, Karissa Fleming spent 
13 years as an ocean lifeguard for St. Johns County, with 
an additional two years as a professional EMT/firefighter. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree in business, with an empha-
sis on marketing, now specializing in HVAC/R products 

ACCREDITATION  continues on Page 33
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Silver and Gold
Nixon, FDR, Smedley 
Butler, and the Crime 

of 1873

By Scott A. Grant, JD

I recently saw a Tik-Tok celebrity pre-
dicting economic doom and gloom.  To 
be fair, this same man has been predict-
ing doom and gloom for the past three 
decades and has mostly been wrong. 

Right now, he is calling for a massive 
financial meltdown because Richard M. 
Nixon took us off the gold standard back 
in 1971.  What that meant at the time 
was that foreign nations could no longer 
redeem dollars for gold from the Fed-
eral Reserve.  Apparently, over 50 years 
later, that decision will now lead to our 
financial ruin.  

“Gold,” the Tik-Toker claims “is God’s 
money.”  That statement raises more than 
a few eyebrows.  I grew up in the church 
and was unaware that God had his or her 
own money.  It certainly adds a twist to 

the biblical admonition to “render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God 
what is God’s.”  The Romans used silver 
coins.

1971 was not the first time that the U.S. 
was taken off the gold standard nor the 
first time that portions of the public were 
enraged by changes to the backing of 
our currency.  In 1933, Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt suspended the conversion of 
currency into gold and made it illegal 
for U.S. citizens to own gold bullion or 
treasury issued Gold Certificates.  

FDR wanted to increase the money 
supply in order to combat the Great 
Depression and this was impossible if 
terrified citizens hoarded gold.

The decision caused so much outrage 
that a group of businessmen put together 
a plot to oust Roosevelt and replace 
him with a retired Marine Corp General 
named Smedley Butler. 

According to the plan, Butler would 
lead a march on Washington where he 
would be installed as a dictator.  It is 
unclear to this day, if the “Wall Street 
Putsch” was real or just imagined. In any 
event, Butler refused to go along with the 
idea and instead alerted Congress.  Hear-

ings were held.  Nothing happened.
In the early days of our Republic, our 

currency was backed by silver.  As the 
1800s unfolded we moved towards a sys-
tem of bimetallism where our currency, 
issued by local banks, was backed by a 
combination of silver and gold.  

Massive silver strikes beginning in 
1851 in Nevada led to an inflation of the 
currency.  So, Congress passed the Coin-
age Act of 1873. Henceforth, the trea-
sury would no longer use silver to back 
currency. Signed into law by Ulysses S. 
Grant, the act effectively put the U.S. 
onto the Gold Standard and became 
known as the “Crime of 1873.”  

The act resulted in a shrinking of the 
money supply and a huge six-year long 
recession that historians now call the 
Panic of 1873.  At the time, it was re-
ferred to as the “Great Depression” until 
that term was co-opted in the 1930s for 
another massive recession. 

For the next four decades, the question 
of silver became a major political issue. 
“Free silver” political parties rose up 
across the nation. Their standard bearer 
was William Jennings Bryan.  He ran for 
President three times and won Florida in 

each of those elections.  
At the Democratic Convention in 1896, 

he delivered a famous speech in which he 
declared “You will not press down upon 
the brow of labor this crown of thorns; 
you shall not crucify mankind upon a 
cross of gold.”

The issue then and now, is that an 
expanding currency leads to economic 
growth.  A contracting currency leads to 
economic contraction.  Too much eco-
nomic growth is inflationary.  Too much 
economic contraction leads to recession.

Scott A. Grant is a local author and frequent 
contributor to the Recorder.  Scott believes Tik-Tok 
should be banned.  He welcomes your comments at 
scottg@standfastic.com
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for contractors.  
During the initial phases of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the Flem-
ings worked from home, with more 
time to enjoy walking around their 
community. They couldn’t help but 
notice how many unoccupied homes 
they came across. It was brought to 
their attention that one such “snow-
bird” neighbor later discovered their 
hot water tank had leaked for three 
months, which unfortunately resulted 
in a house full of mold.

With experience in building con-
struction, they saw an opportunity 
to prevent something like this from 
happening to other neighbors. This 
marked the birth of Hibiscus Home 
Management. Karissa Fleming, with 
a long history of focusing on accident 
prevention, quickly coined their slo-
gan, “Trust us to keep watch.” 

Hibiscus Home Management serves 
Ponte Vedra Beach, St. Augustine, St. 
Augustine Beach, South Ponte Vedra 
Beach and Vilano Beach.

The business can be reached at 
904-792-9322 or at info@hibiscush-
omemanagement.com. Learn more at 
hibiscushomemanagement.com.

Accreditation
Continued from 31

University of North Florida. She is also a 
Certified Public Accountant.

Sorna has chaired the Medicaid Re-
imbursement Committee of LeadingAge 
Florida and has also served as a resource 
to many colleagues in the field. She has 
prepared testimony for presentation to the 
Florida Legislature which has been effec-
tive in helping direct additional funding 
to high quality Florida nursing homes.

As River Garden’s chief financial of-
ficer, Sorna has responsibilities that span 
four interrelated not-for-profit corpora-
tions: River Garden Senior Services, 
River Garden Hebrew Home, The Coves 
at River Garden and River Garden 
Foundation. She also has operational 
responsibilities for admissions and human 
resources within the 180-bed skilled nurs-
ing facility. As CFO, she is responsible 
for development and implementation of 
annual budgets in excess of $30 million, 
and oversees a staff of more than 300.

Sarah Dobson appointed WJCT vice 
president of development

WJCT Public Media recently an-
nounced the appointment of Sarah Dob-
son as the organization’s vice president of 
development, effective March 13. In her 
new role, Dobson oversees the organiza-
tion’s major gifts fundraising program, 

known as the “First Coast Society,” along 
with campaign fundraising and planned 
giving.

Dobson previously served as the senior 
director of development for Feeding 
Northeast Florida, expanding the role she 
held since 2018. She has worked in the 
Northeast Florida nonprofit sector since 
2007, including independent consulting 
with the Jacksonville Symphony, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast Florida, 
Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival, 
the University of North Florida and more. 
Previously, she was the director of annual 
giving for Harvard Medical School.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Benchmarks
Continued from 30

Sarah Dobson
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW
904-641-1212  |  alhambrajax.com

Don’t miss this classic  
live on the Alhambra stage!
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Send your arts news to 
news@pontevedrarecorder.com In the Arts 
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“ShakesBeer: A Brewery Tour” offers a unique view of the Bard’s work
On March 27, Lumen Repertory Theatre 

announced the opening production of the 
2023 inaugural season. Part Shakespeare, 
part interactive storytelling and part 
brewery tour, “ShakesBeer” is an inven-
tive foray into the world of the Bard that 
tackles theatre, art and craft brews at a 
breathtaking pace.

Tickets are $45 (includes one free drink) 
Go to lumenrep.org/shows/shakesbeer to 
purchase tickets.

Somewhat improvised and interac-
tive, this slightly inebriated Shakespeare 
performance shines a light on scenes from 
some of Shakespeare’s most well-known 
plays while seamlessly flowing into an 
interactive show where the audience can 
be spectators, participants, beer drinkers 
… or all three.

Performances of “ShakesBeer” begin 
April 15 and run until May 3 and will take 
place at well-known breweries located in 
the Jacksonville and Jacksonville Beaches 
area. This innovative slice of theatre 

begins with the Lumen Repertory Theatre 
cast gathering the audience around them, 
spinning a wheel and then performing 
whatever type of Shakespeare scene is 
selected. 

“In the intimate setting of a brewery, 
“ShakesBeer” audience members will 
experience high-quality Shakespeare that 
is accessible, understandable, fun and 
ultimately meaningful, allowing us all a 
chance to see ourselves reflected through-
out the many possibilities the format of 
this show provides,” said Brian Niece, 
Lumen Repertory Theatre co-founder 
and artistic director. “Shakespearean style 
improv? Of course! Sword fights so close 
you feel it? Sure! I might get to act on 
stage with the pros? Indeed! Drinking 
games at a Shakespeare show? Why not! 
Stumble into a brewery and find myself 
moved in powerful ways? Absolutely!”

“Shakesbeer: A Brewery Tour” shows:
• April 15, 8 p.m. Ink Factory Brewing, 

602 Shetter Ave., Jacksonville Beach

• April 16, 4 p.m. Ink Factory Brewing
• April 23, 4 p.m. Bold City Brewery, 

2670 Rosselle St. No. 7, Jacksonville 
• April 26, 8 p.m. Strings Sports Brew-

ery, 1850 N. Main St., Jacksonville

• April 29, 8 p.m. Ink Factory Brewing
• April 30, 4 p.m. Ink Factory Brewing
• May 2, 8 p.m. Bold City Brewery 
• May 3, 8 p.m. Intuition Bier Hall, 929 

E Bay St., Jacksonville

Photo by Josh Andrews
The cast of “Shakesbeer: A Brewery Tour” are, from left, Mike Niedzwiecki, Kathryn Kuhn, Josh 
Andrews, Kate McManus and Jeff Drushal. 

Beaches Fine Arts Series 
presents ‘father and son’ 
concert with Stoltzmans

The Beaches Fine Arts Series is proud 
to host the return of this fabulous duo of 

Richard Stolzman and Peter John Stolz-
man, who performed on the series 20 
years ago, in a free concert scheduled for 
April 16 beginning at 4 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
by-the-Sea Episcopal Church located at 
465 11th Ave. N. in Jacksonville Beach.

Doors for the concert will open at 
3:15 p.m., and a reception will follow 
the showcase with artwork featured by 
photographer Scott Blake.

The famed Grammy-winning clarinet-
ist Richard Stoltzman is joined by his 
“monster jazz pianist” (LA Times) son, 
Peter John, in a fabulous program of 
works by George Gershwin and Leonard 
Bernstein. 

The father and son combination have 
delighted audiences in the U.S. and 
throughout Italy and Japan. 

They have been featured on “CBS 
Sunday Morning”, NPR’s “Performance 
Today”, and “Weekend Edition” shows 
as well as the Voice of America network. 

Richard Stoltzman’s virtuosity, musi-
cianship and sheer personal magnetism 

STOLTZMANS  continues on Page 35
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Photographer’s images capture the 
land, seascapes and wildlife of Florida

The Professional Artists of St. Augus-
tine (PAStA) Fine Art Gallery, of 214 
Charlotte St., St. Augustine, has an-
nounced that photographer David Fain 
has joined the gallery to showcase his 
fine art Florida photography.

After he was born the youngest of a 
large family in California, Fain’s family 

moved to South Florida in the early 
1960s where the wildness of the Ever-
glades inspired his creativity and respect 
for our natural resources. 

His father gave him his love for all 
things wild, and he spent much of his 
time outdoors, hunting, fishing, swim-
ming in the springs and the St. John’s 
River. He began drawing wildlife and 
landscapes as a youth with the help of 
field guides. A friend of the family gave 
him an old camera, and the new creative 
outlet soon became his “sleeper hobby” 
until 20 years ago when ventured for-
ward with his photography, showcasing 
his passion for the great outdoors and 
Florida wild places.

 “My specialties are landscape and 
wildlife photography,” Fain said. “I 
like to reflect the ideas of different 
styles through my photography, bor-
rowing from plein air painting and the 
light balancing of famed photographer 
Ansel Adams. I am convinced that 
every image should be a window of the 
photographer’s experience, conveying a 
story that lingers in the thoughts of the 
observer.”

Prior to his retirement, Fain was a lo-
cal tour guide and still maintains a tour-
ism license in St. Augustine. Fain and 
his wife Debbie have seven children and 
10 grandchildren — all native Florid-
ians. In his spare time, Fain likes to play 

acoustic guitar and sing. He maintains 
a strong interest in the natural sciences 
and is a strong advocate for conserving 
natural resources.

For more on Fain and his photography 
go to pastagalleryart.com.

Contributed photos
One of David Fain’s spectacular photos.

Photographer David Fain recently joined the 
Professional Artists of St. Augustine Fine Art 
Gallery.

have made him one of today’s most 
sought-after concert artists. 

As soloist with more than a hundred 
orchestras, as a captivating recitalist and 
chamber music performer, as an innova-
tive jazz artist, and as a prolific record-
ing artist, two-time GRAMMY® Award 
winner Stoltzman has defied categoriza-
tion, dazzling critics and audiences alike 
throughout many musical genres.

Stoltzman’s unique style of playing 
the clarinet has earned him an interna-
tional reputation as he has opened up 
possibilities for the instrument that no 
one could have predicted. 

He gave the first clarinet recitals in 
the histories of both the Hollywood 
Bowl and Carnegie Hall, and he became 
the first wind player to be awarded the 
Avery Fisher Prize. 

He was featured in the International 
EMMY® Award-winning series “Con-
certo!” with Dudley Moore and Michael 
Tilson Thomas, and was awarded the 
prestigious Sanford Medal by the Yale 
School of Music. 

As the son of Grammy-winning 
clarinet legend, Richard Stoltzman, and 
renowned violinist and educator, Lucy 
Chapman, jazz pianist and educator Pe-
ter John Stoltzman naturally grew into a 
career as both a performer and teacher. 

He has worked at the highest levels of 
the industry in virtually every style, from 
recording contemporary classical music 
with the Boston Modern Orchestra 
Project, to headlining festivals with the 
American Music Award-winning funk-
rock band, The Bomb Squad, recording 
with the innovative drum’n’bass legend, 
Deantoni Parks, making Hip Hop tracks 
with Che Pope at Warner Bros., to per-
forming classical and jazz music at the 
Hollywood Bowl and Carnegie Hall with 
his father, and recording original songs 
with winner of The Voice, Javier Colon.

Current projects include Peter’s New 
Standards Project (modern jazz ar-
rangements of pop songs), Coexistence 
Trio (original Indie-Jazz), Spiraling 
Inward (with saxophonist John Ellis), 
The Democracy (Denver-based original 
modern jazz quintet), and collaborations 
with spoken word artists Theo Wilson 
and Dominique Christina, and Brazilian 
guitarist Gabriel Santiago. 

Stoltzmans
Continued from 34
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For LIVE Sports and updates,
follow our Twitter, @PVR_sports

Mulch madness 2023Mulch madness 2023
Ponte Vedra boys 

lacrosse fundraiser 
continues for 14th year

By Anthony Richards

Lacrosse and mulch may seem like an 
interesting combination at first glance, 
but as one looks deeper into it there is a 
lot of tradition involved with the two, 14 
years of it to be exact.

The Ponte Vedra High boys lacrosse 
team recently finished its 14th Annual 
Mulch Madness fundraiser April 1 and 2.

“It is a real tradition at PV, because 
when I was coming up I always saw the 
guys doing mulch madness and thought 
‘that looks really cool and I want to be 
out there doing that one day,’” junior 
face-off specialist Lad Harper said. “It’s 
great for the program as a whole, and 
we’re really appreciative of everyone 
who comes out and buys mulch.”

The group delivered hundreds of bags 
of mulch as well as bales of pine straw to 
homes throughout the Ponte Vedra com-
munity that ordered the material through 
the fundraiser to help provide support for 
the program moving forward.

“You’re pretty much here moving 
mulch around for days but you’ve got 
your teammates around you,” senior 
goalie Brett Reed said. “It’s a lot of 
work, but when you have the right people 
around you it just goes, and I have a lot 
of fun with it every year.”

However, as a senior Reed has noticed 

more of a leadership role for Mulch Mad-
ness this time around.

“I have been helping lead the opera-
tions more as a senior, rather than when 

you’re a freshman and you’re just told 
what to do,” Reed chuckled. “It’s defi-
nitely more strategical.”

Someone who surely understands the 

scale of the project and that a lot goes 
into preparation and devising of the 
routes to make the deliveries as quick 
and seamless as possible is parent Laura 
Shoemaker, who has been involved with 
the fundraiser for five years.

“This is a well-oiled machine, and it 
already was when I started as a freshman 
parent,” Shoemaker said. “Every year we 
just try to make some tweaks and fine-
tuning to make it even more efficient, and 
we always have new parents coming in.”

One of the unique things about the 
fundraiser is the different ways the play-
ers have developed to make the most of 
it over the years, including have a draft 
party where the seniors are in charge of 
choosing the teammates they wish to 
have on their delivery “teams.”

Other than getting the community more 
acquainted with the program and those 
on the teams, the team building that takes 
place is something head coach Chris Po-
lanski has enjoyed most over the years.

“There’s a competition of who can 
carry more bags, and it really does turn 
into a really fun team building thing, and 
not just for kids, but for the parents too,” 
Polanski said.

“There’s families that have been here 
involved since way back in the day, 
and now are back doing it again for the 
second or third time with another son,” 
Polanski said.

So, although March may be over, for 
all the college basketball fans out there, 
the madness was still not quite done, at 
least for the players and parents of Sharks 
lacrosse.

The Ponte Vedra High boys lacrosse team’s 14th Annual Mulch Madness fundraiser was held 
April 1 and 2.

The players had fun with the event by drafting their mulch delivery teams.

Parents make sure players are signed in prior to the fundraiser.

Photos by Anthony Richards
Head coach Chris Polanski says a few words to the squad before heading out.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · April 6, 2023 SPORTS   37

Romano follows family tradition to become an Osprey
By Anthony Richards

For Ponte Vedra High senior Mark 
Romano, there were many deci-
sions that led him to signing a soccer 
scholarship with the University of 
North Florida, but at the end of the 
day it simply came down to family.

Afterall, both his dad and uncle 
played for the Ospreys and were 
part of the school’s inaugural soccer 
team, and his uncle is actually in the 
UNG athletic hall of fame and holds 
the record for the most goals scored 
in a career.

“It’s really cool to have those fam-
ily ties there,” Romano said.

However, the ties to UNF do not 
stop there, as his mom also went to 
the school.

According to Romano, it definitely 
made his college decision an easier 
one, because he had been so involved 
around the UNF program over the 
years, and he always imagined what 
it would be like to step on the field 
for the Ospreys himself one day.  

“I remember going to events with 
my dad and I’ve always just been 
around it,” Romano said. “It’s going 
to be pretty cool to now have the 

chance to go there and make it your 
own.”

When he woke up the day of his 
signing the reality of it all did not hit 
him fully until he signed the letter of 
intent and saw his name on the paper.

“I was like ‘wow, I’m actually go-
ing to play soccer at a place I always 
watched and imagined growing up,’” 
Romano said. “It was definitely 
something I always wanted to do.”

He started playing soccer when 
he four years old in three vs. three 
games against his friends, but then 
once he turned seven years old, he 
transitioned to playing for a travel 
team.

Part of his development over the 
years also involved going to soccer 
camps hosted by UNF, with his first 
coming when he was 10 years old.

He has played an array of posi-
tions throughout the years, but he 
has found a home in the last several 
years as a midfielder.

“I just seem to have the skills for 
it, because I’m very smart when it 
comes to soccer, and it’s a position 
where you can really work out the 
game,” Romano said.

He had focused on playing travel 

ball, until this year when he decided 
as a senior to play for his school soc-
cer team for the first time.

“I had never been able to play be-
cause at that level of travel ball, they 
don’t let their kids play school ball,” 
Romano said. “I committed to UNF 
going into my senior year, and I 
knew it was the last year I could ever 
do it. I’m so grateful that I got to get 
out there and just enjoy playing my 
senior year, because I would have 
definitely regretted it looking back.”

There is not one thing in particular 
that Romano is looking forward to 
college more than others, but instead 
he is anxious for the experience as a 
whole.

“I’ve watched it, but never actually 
been in that environment, so I don’t 
really know what to think about it 
until I get there,” Romano chuckled. 
“I’m excited for the mystery of it 
all.” 

He will enter college with the 
hopes of earning a degree in busi-
ness, but he also understands that 
path is still susceptible to change 
once he gets on campus and hones in 
on what he wants to do.

Photo by Anthony Richards
Ponte Vedra senior Mark Romano shows off his skill against rival Nease.

Photo by Alex Shepherd
The Romano family on senior night

Contributed photo
Mark Romano shares a moment with his dad Mark Romano 
Sr., who also played soccer for UNF, during signing day.
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ACROSS
1.  Colas
7.  Single-celled animals
13.  The rear car of a train
14.  Endangered
16.  It cools your home
17.  Helper
19.  “The First State”
20.  More aged
22.  Partner to cheese
23.  Type of wrap
25.  From a distance
26.  Satisfies
28.  “Dallas Buyers’ Club”  
 actor Jared
29.  God of battle   
 (Scandinavian)
30.  Cooking utensil
31.  Soviet Socialist Republic
33.  Able to perform
34.  Big man on campus
36.  Second epoch of the  
 Tertiary period
38.  Porticos
40.  Alban and Peter are two
41.  Gets up
43.  Humble request for help
44.  One-thousandth of an  
 inch (abbr.)
45.  Unhappy
47.  Hint or indication
48.  A way to plead
51.  Digits
53.  Broadway actress Daisy
55.  Jewish calendar month
56.  Author Gore __
58.  Peacock network
59.  White poplar
60.  Promotional material
61.  A period of calm
64.  Take too much
65.  Emit energy
67.  Something you can take
69.  Mended with yarn
70.  Inconsistent

DOWN
1.  Calm down
2.  One quintillion bytes 
 (abbr.)

3.  One who pretends
4.  Hang glide
5.  Distinctive practice
6.  Mariner
7.  Peaks
8.  Queens ballplayer
9.  Geological times
10.  Twofold
11.  Atomic #13
12.  Tranquillizing
13.  Metric weight unit
15.  Indicates
18.  Unwanted rodent
21.  Partly cooked with  
 hot water
24.  One who can be  
 recommended
26.  Resembles a bag or  
 pouch
27.  Midway between south  
 and southeast
30.  Sets up for a photo

32.  California white oak
35.  More (Spanish)
37.  After B
38.  Decorated tea urn
39.  Island
42.  Car mechanics group
43.  Wordplay joke
46.  Cut a rug
47.  Prickly plant
49.  Speech in praise of a  
 deceased person
50.  European buzzard
52.  Influential linguist
54.  West African languages
55.  Siskel’s partner
57.  Skinny
59.  Oblong pulpit
62.  Consumed
63.  Small, mischievous sprite
66.  Powerful lawyer
68.  Indicates position

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

JAGA Spring Four-
ball crowns winners

By Anthony Richards
Forty one teams competed in the Jack-

sonville Area Golf Association’s Spring 
Four-ball tournament played at Jackson-
ville Golf and Country Club March 27.

The teams consisted of a variety of 
men and women of all ages and included 
an interesting mixture of amateurs and 
professionals.

The results of the competition crowned 
champions in both gross and net divi-
sions.

Par for the course was 72, and the for-
mat was one best ball of each twosome.

Clark Tiller and Johnny Watts teamed 
up to win the gross division with a score 
of 7-under, which was one better shot 
better than Colby Misora and Taylor 
McCorkle, as well as the tandem of Alex 
Grote and Molly Holbert, who both fin-
ished tied for second place.

It was not the first time Johnny Watts 
found himself fighting at the top at the 
end of a JAGA championship, as he fin-
ished in a tie for second place at the 2022 
JAGA Jacksonville Amateur at Deerwood 
Country Club.

Meanwhile, in the net division, it was 
Skip Lunsford and Kevin Buller who 
reached double digits and won by two 
strokes with a final score of 10-under.

Mitch Howard and Cairo Santos chal-
lenged for the victory but finished in 
sole position of second place by posting 
a score of 8-under, while Jeff Johnstone 
and Joe Cronauer come home third at 
7-under.

The winning pairing of Lunsford and 
Buller, who both call host Jacksonville 
Golf and Country Club their home 
course, captured the net division title 
at the event for a second consecutive 
season.

Chairing this year’s spring four-ball 
tournament were Lunsford and Dennis 
Fallen, JAGA directors at Jacksonville 
Golf and Country Club along with JAGA 
vice president of tournaments Johnstone 
and Gregg Deiboldt, both of Sawgrass 
Country Club. 

Next up on the JAGA tournament 
schedule is the St. Johns County Four-
ball tournament at St. Johns Golf Club in 
Elkton May 6-7.

Photos courtesy of Jacksonville Area Golf Association
Clark Tiller and Johnny Watts teamed up to win the gross division.

Kevin Buller and Skip Lunsford were four-ball net champions for the second straight year.
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Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM!  Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for certain 
programs for qualified applicants.  
Call CTI for details! 855-738-9684. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required.

Wanted to Buy

WANT TO BUY - Basic, flat bed knit-
ting machine. Used or new. Must 
be in working condition. Local. Call 
(904) 343-6136

Medical

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative to 
high drug store prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial-Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

Home 
Improvements

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!

Home 
Improvements

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs.  
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able. Call: 888-460-2264

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 855-919-2509

BCI Walk In Tubs are now on 
SALE!  Be one of the first 50 callers 
and save $1,500! CALL 888-687-
0415 for a free in-home consultation.

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! American Residential 
Warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE/ $100 OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 877-351-2364

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7: 
866-471-2576

Pet Supplies

Use Happy Jack® Seal N Heal®  
on dogs, cats & horses to close 
wounds with a bitter taste.  Allow 
healing.  Better Farm & Hardware 
Stores.  (Distributed by Florida 
Hardware (800) 241-6542)

www.pontevedrarecorder.com
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All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY DEADLINE
FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
Rate Guide for: The Recorder

Worship service held in an open-air building 
A simple place for reflection, surrounded by nature. 

Come as you are. All are welcome — even dogs.
SSuunnddaayyss  aatt  99::4455  aa..mm..

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(866) 643-0438

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00.  
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable of 
full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a 
free Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1-855-948-
6176
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  
Call: 855-761-1725
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support our 
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398
HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141
Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce reliance on grid, prepare for outages 
& power your home. Full installation services. $0 down 
financing option. Re-quest free no obligation quote. 1-877-
539-0299

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited 
time! Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306
Switch and save up to $250/yr on  talk, text & data. No 
contract or hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited time get $50 off any new account. 
Use code GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048
MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of mind. 
No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936
Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for recipients 
of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892
Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way up. Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call National Debt Relief to find out how to pay 
off your debt for significantly less than what you owe! Free 
quote: 1-877-592-3616
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405
Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% back 
on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company has pet 
coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a free 
quote or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads
Unlimited wireless 4G LTE or 5G internet. Only $50/month. 
15-day trial. No contract. Includes hardware. Fast & reliable. 
888-996-6799. https://broadbandq.com
Diagnosed with lung cancer? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award - even with smoking history. No 
obligation! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help!! Call 24/7, 
1-877-648-2503

A Reverse Mortgage Can Change Your Life!
Title Stays in Your Name
Eliminate Your Monthly 
Mortgage Payment
Pay Off Credit Card Debt
Supplement Your Retirement Income

3200 N Federal Highway Suite 206-16
Boca Raton, Fl 33431. Mortgage Broker- Fl office of financial regulation.

www.myseniormanagement.com
1-800-535-6349
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

TAX FREE MONEY

With a reverse, you are still responsible to pay real estate taxes and insurance.

1-800-535-6349
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

Senior Management Group Inc.

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Legals

FICTITOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name 

Law Pursuant to Section 865.09, 
Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned, desiring to engage 
in business under the fictitious name 
of Anushree’s Collections, located 
at 266 Montego Way, Ponte Ve-
dra Beach, FL, in the County of St. 
Johns, in the City of Ponte Vedra 
Florida, intends to register the said 
name with the Division of Corpora-
tions of the Florida Department of 
State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Ponte Vedra Beach, Flori-
da, this 6th day of April 2023.
Anushree Sanjay Mhaskey
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The Recorder, Your Source for Community News!

SERVING PONTE VEDRA & THE BEACHES SINCE 1969

To subscribe or advertise, call

(904) 285-8831
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

Tournament Tournament 
GuideGuide

MARCH 3, 2022

INSIDER’SINSIDER’S
PONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years
Your Community Voice for 50 Years   

RRecorecordderer

RECAP:RECAP:  
Justin Thomas Justin Thomas Defeats Bryson Defeats Bryson DeChambeau DeChambeau 
for Players Titlefor Players Title

TIGER TIGER 
ENTERS ENTERS 
WORLD WORLD 

GOLF HALL GOLF HALL 
OF FAMEOF FAME

LOOKINGLOOKING  
BACKBACK
40 Years Ago Jerry Pate 
40 Years Ago Jerry Pate Pushed Deane Beman into 
Pushed Deane Beman into Lake... and other milestones
Lake... and other milestones

Recorder
Celebrating 50 years of the 

Not your average newspaper, not your average reader

PONTE VEDRA

Amelia Island  • Jacksonville  •  The Beaches  •  St. Augustine

LIVING HERE
Your complete guide to living in 

and visiting Northeast Floridaon the First Coaston the First Coast

20
21

-2
2

REGISTERREGISTERFIRST COAST

People and Businesses 
to know in Northeast Florida

LOCALS

2023register
FIRST ON THE FIRST COAST

thethe

DECEMBER 2022/JANUARY 2023

AND MUCH MORE!
AND MUCH MORE!

FEATURINGFEATURING
DICKENS ON CENTRE 
DICKENS ON CENTRE 

BRINGS VICTORIAN 
BRINGS VICTORIAN 

CHRISTMAS TO CHRISTMAS TO 

FERNANDINA BEACH
FERNANDINA BEACH

+

SEASON OF GIVING
SEASON OF GIVING

FACES OF THE FACES OF THE 

FIRST COASTFIRST COAST

WINE & DINE ON WINE & DINE ON 

THE FIRST COASTTHE FIRST COAST

omeolidaysforfor thethe

Helen Mirren stars in “1923,” which begins streaming Sunday on Paramount+.

Dame Helen Mirren helps retro-set ‘Yellowstone’ with ‘1923’

4 x 3” ad

December 15 - 21, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARARecorder

EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual Christmas Party at the link.December 16 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM» We’ll have a snow machine - Come play in the SNOW! 
» Write your letter for Santa and drop it into our special mailbox, which is bound for the North Pole!» Picture with Santa & Games for Kids» Theatre Performance by Sapna Academy Students

» Dance Performance by Level Up Dance - Competition Team» Wear your favorite Christmas Ugly Sweater - best sweater wins a prize!» Cookies, Hot Cocoa & Grinch Punch

Unique Space in the Heart of Nocatee425 Town Plaza AvenuePonte Vedra, FL 32081

HURRY! Scan the QR Code  to register before space fills up! For more information, call us at (904) 299-3671 or visit app.thelink.zone

I’ll combine your home & auto. You save.It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, AgentBus: 904-834-7312Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

Photo courtesy of NOC Rucks
NOC Rucks is a free club open to anyone in the Nocatee community looking to be active and social at the same time. It is regarded as the largest 
ruck club in the world and meets every Wednesday night and Sunday morning at the park in front of the link. Read more on page 11.

Senior Living
Page 17

Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 1, 2022 SENIOR LIVING   17

LIVING
Senior

IDEAL MOVE MAKES RELOCATING EASIER  PAGE 18

CYPRESS VILLAGE’S MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
RANKED NO. 1 IN STUDY PAGE 20

PLAYERS COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER 
ANNOUNCES DECEMBER SCHEDULE  PAGE 22

FLORIDA SENIOR GAMES BEGINS DEC. 3  PAGE 23

BOOST YOUR BRAIN FOR THE HOLIDAYS  PAGE 26

COUNCIL ON AGING, SUBARU JOIN MEALS ON 
WHEELS TO HELP SENIORS  PAGE 27

COA CENTER IN NOCATEE ANNOUNCES 
DECEMBER SCHEDULE PAGE 28

CAREPLUS EXPANDS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE 
OPTIONS IN FLORIDA PAGE 30

... AND MORE! THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022

Serving Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, The Beaches and Greater St. Johns County

THE

PV vs Nease Soccer
Page 43

Amanda Kloots and Paul Greene star 
in Sunday’s new CBS movie “Fit for Christmas.”

‘Fit for Christmas’ 
lets Amanda Kloots 
wear multiple hats

4 x 3” ad

December 1 - 7, 2022

1 x 4” ad

1 x 3” ad

PONTE VEDRARARA
Your Community Voice for 50 Years  

PONTE VEDPONTE VEDPONTE VEDRARARARA

Recorder EXTRA!entertainment
THE

Covering Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, and Greater St. Johns County

Bring your imagination and spend 4 hours
of quality family time building your

ultimate gingerbread house.

Come and join us for our 2nd Annual 
Christmas Party at the link.

Dec. 10 - 9:00 AM
Prizes awarded. 

Dec. 16 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Winners will be announced 
at the link Christmas Party 
on December 16th 

Gingerbread
and 

Cake Decoration Competition

» Picture with Santa
» Theatre Performance by Sapna 

Academy Students
» Dance Performance by Level 

Up Dance - Competition Team

at the link
Christmas Party

Photo courtesy of Lois Marris
Lois Marris works for Ponte Vedra Club Realty is a third-generation real estate agent. Read more on page 2.

A family legacy A family legacy 
of real estateof real estate

December 1 - 7, 2022December 1 - 7, 2022

I’ll combine your 
home & auto. You save.
It’s called service.
Jonathan A Gibbs, Agent
Bus: 904-834-7312
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Contact Me

MARCHING TO A MARCHING TO A 
DIFFERENT BEATDIFFERENT BEAT

INSIDE: CHECK IT OUT!
The Recorder’s Entertainment 

EXTRA featuring TV listings,
 streaming information, 

puzzles and more! 

Serving Ponte Vedra and 
the Beaches since 1969

904.998.9992 lotusofjacksonville.com

Pre-order your 
2023 Emira today.

904.998.9992 worldimportsusa.com

European Auto Repair Experts

Voted 2022 
Best Chiropractor

~ and ~
Dr. Erika Hamer

Best Boss

2022

of Ponte Vedra

����������������

PonteVedraRecorder.com

December 1, 2022
Volume 54, No. 5

75 cents

Not your average 
newspaper, not your 

average reader.

Delivered to 
your home
for just 

$40/year!
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